Miscellaneous Notes about GeoExplorer 3:

1. File Names

Geo 3 automatically generates file names in this format:  R MM DD HH X.

R = the file name prefix (Rover)
MM = current UTC month

DD = current UTC day

HH = current UTC hour

X = increments within the hour, starting with “A” for the first file in that hour, then B and so on.  

Example:  The file name for a file created on 9/3/2004 at 2:42 pm (DST) is R090318A.  

You can change the entire name of the file to make it more meaningful or leave it as is.  It is strongly recommended that if you leave it as is you write the name down in your field notes to make identifying your file easier later.  Also, you can change the prefix from R to something else.  From the main menu, go to SYS, then Setup, then Configurations, then Data, arrow down to Filename Prefix, hit enter, arrow down to BKSP then enter, and use the arrow keys to pick another letter.  You could have each person use the first letter of their first name as a filename prefix for easy file identification.  This is useful when a bunch of files start building up in the GPS unit and you want to delete files that are yours only, etc.  Believe me, those auto generated file names are tricky to distinguish when there are a lot of them.  
2. Deleting Files

Files stay on the datalogger after they’ve been transferred, so if you accidentally mess up your data during processing you can simply re-transfer the raw data from the unit again and start over.  The datalogger’s memory is not unlimited, however, and you should delete your files from the datalogger after you’re sure that they transferred and processed properly.  To delete files, from the main menu Press Data.  If a file is open, press Close to close it.  Press Option and select Delete file(s).  The Delete file(s) list appears, select the file to delete and press Enter. 
3. GPS Files

Uncorrected raw data files have a file extension of .ssf.  When the data are corrected they have a file extension of .cor.  It is the .cor files that you want to export into a GIS file format.  

4. Practice!

Once you’ve gone through the process of collecting and processing data a few times, it will become much easier and take just a few minutes to do the processing.  At first it seems like a lot of steps, but like everything else, with repetition and practice you’ll be able to process your raw GPS data in about five minutes.  

