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(5)  WEB ADDRRESS CORRECTION

----

1.  I & M Staffing Update

The National Capital Region Network (NCRN) Regional I & M Coordinator, Dr. Ellen Gray, has recently left her position and moved on to bigger and better things.  Infact, she just gave birth to a bouncing baby girl - 8 lbs. 10 oz, 21 1/4 inches long for those of you interested.  She is already missed and we wish her all the best.  Her responsibilities have been divided up among the existing I & M staff.  For questions regarding monitoring, please contact Marcus Koenen (202-342-1443 x 216; Marcus_Koenen@nps.gov).  For questions concerning biological inventories, please contact John Sinclair (202-342-1443 x222; John_Sinclair@nps.gov).  For questions regarding natural heritage data, data management, including NPSpecies, NatureBib, Database Template, Natural Resource Profiles, and vegetation mapping, please contact Christina Wright (202-342-1443 x 230; Christina_Wright@nps.gov).

In addition, we would like to welcome two new staff members to the Center for Urban Ecology who will be working closely with the I & M program.  Dr. Jeff Runde was hired as the region’s aquatic ecologist and is shared with the Northeast Region.  Dr. Leland Tarnay was hired as the Air Quality Specialist.  Both will be helping to develop portions of the monitoring plan. 

For more information about the program and its staff please see our web page: http://www.nature.nps.gov/im/units/nw12/index.html or contact Marcus Koenen (Marcus_Koenen@nps.gov)

---

2. Monitoring Update

Several documents have been completed in recent months, including the first draft of the National Capital Region Network Monitoring Plan (Phase I).  The plan, which contains descriptions of the region’s ecology and conceptual models describing important natural resources and their threats, is currently being peer reviewed.  In addition, a report has been completed for the Monitoring Workshop that was held in July ’02.  The report includes notes from the workshop’s multiple breakout sessions that focused on interpretation, partnership development, integrating science into park management, and key natural resources in the area’s parks.  The report also summarized over 50 potential ecological indicators that may be used to monitor long-term ecosystem health and provide valuable information to park management.  Lastly, the I & M staff has finalized the FY2002 Annual Report and FY2003 Work Plan. 

For more information about the Monitoring Plan, Monitoring Workshop Report, or Annual Report and Work Plan, contact Marcus Koenen (202-342-1443 x 216; Marcus_Koenen@nps.gov).  

---

3.  What’s in your park?

The I & M Data Management staff has been very busy over the last year.  Nearly all biological inventory data given to the National Capital Region Network I & M staff has been entered into the online National Park Service inventory database, NPSpecies.  Some of the data goes back as far as 1893.  The database is currently password protected.   However, once several more steps to ensure data quality have been undertaken, the database will become available to the public.  

If you have questions regarding a park’s plant and animal species, please contact the park’s resource manager or call Christina Wright (202-342-1443 x 230; Christina_Wright@nps.gov).

---

4.  I & M Presentations Now Available

A PowerPoint presentation highlighting the I & M program is now available.  The I & M staff would be happy to come to the parks and meet staff to discuss the I & M program, its goals, products, and how the program can help meet park objectives.  If you are interested in learning more about the I & M program, please contact Sybil Hood (202-342-1443 x 229; Sybil_Hood@nps.gov) to make arrangements.

---

5.  Web Address Correction

Please note that the I & M web page address given in the last newsletter was incorrect.  The correct address is: http://www.nature.nps.gov/im/units/nw12/index.html.  The page is also linked to and from the Center for Urban Ecology web page which is being updated (http://www.nps.gov/cue).  We apologize for the inconvenience.

-------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

This Newsletter is sent quarterly by the National Capital Region Network Inventory and Monitoring Program.  The staff is based out of the NPS Center for Urban Ecology, 4598 MacArthur Blvd. NW, Washington DC 20007.  If you would like to be added to or deleted from the mailing list please contact Marcus Koenen (Marcus_Koenen@nps.gov; 202-342-1443 x 216)
