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Background

The North Coast and Cascades Research Learning Network was established in 2002, with centers located in North Cascades National Park, Olympic National Park and Mount Rainier National Park.  The Research Learning Network was developed to facilitate research with the intention of gaining new knowledge about park natural and cultural resources and sharing this information with the public through educational opportunities. 

The Center at Mount Rainier facilitates research by providing work, office and housing space for visiting researchers and educators.  Most importantly, it provides a setting for researchers, educators and park staff to come together to share knowledge and expertise and discuss current research through meetings, seminars and classes.  The Center will become the place where the results of inventory and monitoring programs and research about park resources will be transferred to park-based interpreters and the educational partners.  To support these objectives, the park has dedicated the former Superintendent’s Residence (Nisqually House NE-101), to serve as a classroom, meeting room, office, and temporary housing for visiting researchers and educators.  The two-story structure is listed in the National Register of Historic Places.  The first floor has a large living room, office, kitchen, one bath room and a sundeck.  The living room can be arranged as a classroom or meeting room.  The office has three computer workstations, a printer, fax, telephone, and other office equipment/supplies. The second floor of the house has three bedrooms, with a total of six beds, and one bathroom. The facility includes an adjacent laundry room (coin operated washer/dryer) and garage.  


The use of the Center will give preference to studies that are focused on ecologically and culturally oriented research and education themes, such as:
· Vital Signs Monitoring for ecosystem health
· Minimizing human activities that damage ecosystem health
· Ecological restoration

· Preservation of biological diversity
· Historical, ethnographic and archaeological research

Use of Facility – Classroom/Meeting Room/Office

Priority will be given to activities that directly contribute to the primary purposes of the Research Learning Network.  All uses of the classroom, meeting facilities, and office will be scheduled with the NCR Administrative Staff and subject to approval by the Chief NCR.  A calendar will be kept by the NCR Administrative Staff with a schedule of all activities.  Keys will be available for checkout from the NCR Administrative Staff.  A separate key will be issued to those researchers requiring the use of the office facilities.  

During the primary field season, June – September, use of the facility will be limited only to activities that directly contribute to the primary purposes of the Research Learning Center.  From October – May, the Center may be used for general park meetings and training on a limited basis.  
Park staff will limit hours of use of the facility when occupied by researchers to the hours of 7:30 AM to 5:00 PM, unless otherwise agreed upon.

Use of computers, office equipment, and audio/visual equipment is restricted to projects benefiting the park.  Personal use of this equipment is prohibited.  A telephone is provided for local or credit card use only.

Computer access requires a network card to connect to either the user’s own internet service provider, or to log into the NPS system.  A NPS computer account and password is required to access the park Local Area Network and its data, and can be obtained from Information Technology (IT) Support.

There is no cleaning service for the facility.  After each activity, chairs, tables, and equipment must be returned to their previous locations.  Dishes must be washed and put away.  All food, papers, and garbage must be removed.  A garbage can is located outside the facility.

Use of Facility – Temporary Quarters

Priority will be given to activities that directly contribute to the primary mission of the Research Learning Network.  Overnight use must be approved, in advance, by the Chief NCR.  The NCR Administrative Staff will provide visiting researchers a schedule of all activities at the Center including overnight stays and any concurrent meetings at the facility.  Keys and check-in must be coordinated with the NCR Administrative Staff at least 72 hours prior to arrival.  During all times of the year, overnight use of the facility will be limited only to activities that directly contribute to the primary purposes of the learning center.  In all situations, overnight use of the facility should be no longer than 14 continuous days.  
Residents are required to clean those areas of the facility that they use.  There is no cleaning service for the quarters or the downstairs facility.  After each activity, chairs, tables, and equipment must be returned to their previous locations.  Dishes must be washed and put away.  All food, papers, and garbage must be removed.  A garbage can is located outside the facility.  Rooms containing more than one bed must be shared when occupancy of the facility exceeds three people.  No tents are allowed on the grounds around the Center.  Bedding, linen, and bath towels are not provided.  Kitchen facilities are available and some cooking and eating utensils are provided.  

Because the facility if often shared by visiting researchers from various institutions and diverse disciplines, arrange accommodations elsewhere for visiting relatives or friends who are not directly involved with Research Learning Network projects.  All personal belongings must be kept upstairs in an assigned bedroom.  Field equipment may be stored in the garage.

Mount Rainier National Park housing policies apply to all visiting researchers of the Center.  A nominal charge is required for overnight use of the facility.  Costs and billing procedures will be provided at the time of reservation.

At the time of check-in, a check-out time will be arranged with the NCR Administrative Staff.  Any inappropriate use, damage, or failure to clean the facility will affect future applications to use the facility.  Visiting researchers are subject to additional charges for cleaning and damages. 
Use of Facility – Laundry Room, Garage
The laundry room will be available for use by visiting researchers of the Center as well as by park staff.  This room should be cleaned after use and all trash removed to outside garbage cans.  The laundry room will not be used for storing items related to learning center projects.

The garage will be limited to use associated with the Center and will not be used for general park needs.  The garage will be used primarily for storage of field equipment and samples.  There will also be a table and benches for drying specimens, sorting artifacts, and other work.  Storage of items longer than the duration of the stay is not recommended and must be approved by the Chief NCR.
For All Uses of the Facility

The North Coast and Cascades Research Learning Center, at Mount Rainier National Park is located in a historic building on the National Register of Historic Places and should be treated with great care.  No smoking is allowed inside the building.  Pets are not permitted on the grounds or in the facility.  Fires are not allowed in the woodstove.  Vehicles are restricted to the parking area.  There should be no alterations to the interior or exterior of the structure including hanging signs, posters, or flipcharts in a manor that will cause damage to walls.
Contact Information:

Rhea Gillispie

Division, Natural and Cultural Resources

Mount Rainier National Park

Tahoma Woods, Star Route

Ashford, WA 98304

Email:    rhea_gillispie@nps.gov

Phone:  (360) 569-2211 Ext. 3363

Fax:      (360) 569-2191 
Roger Andrascik, Chief Natural and Cultural Resources

Mount Rainier National Park

Tahoma Woods, Star Route

Ashford, WA 98304

Email:    roger_andrascik@nps.gov

Phone:  (360) 569-2211 Ext. 3380
Fax:      (360) 569-2191 
Samantha Weber, Inventory and Monitoring Coordinator

North Coast and Cascades Network

C/o Mount Rainier National Park

Tahoma Woods, Star Route

Ashford, WA 98304

Email:    samantha _weber@nps.gov

Phone:  (360) 569-2211 Ext. 3395
Fax:      (360) 569-2191 
PAGE  
2

