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ABSTRACT

The management history and existing condition of the vegetation at
Homestead National Monument of America (HMNA) were investigated from

August, 1982 through December, 1984. The major tasks were 1) to

document condition of the prairie, 2) to prepare an herbarium collec-
tion, and 3) to provide a prairie management action plan. A general
overview of potential prairie restoration and management technigues was
also provided. These techniques included discussions of seeds and
seeding, mulches, irrigation, forb enrichment, transplanting, grazing,
mowing, haying, weed control, Iand burning.

As a result of the ‘investigation, several éritical areas of
concern were noted: lowland prairie, eﬁsﬁm State Highway 4 right-of-
way, old State Highway 4 right-of-way, extant osage-orange hedgerow,
offsite erosion, onsite upland erosion, tree intrusion into lowland
prairie, dis.turbed lowland prairie with perennial weeds, location and
use of pioneer crops area, woodland, Freeman School prairie remnant,
shrub edge, and shrub intrusion into prairie.

The three major plant communities were upland prairie, lowland
prairie, and woodland. The study and intensive management
recommendations focused on the prairie types. Vegetation sampling
results show previous attempts to restore prairie species have been
successful on the uplands. The lowlands, however, have failed to
respond favorably to several seeding attempts. This report recommeﬁds
a target species composition based on information in Dr. J. E. Weaver's

>

North American Prairie.
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INTRODUCTION

The purpose of this report is to summarize the results and recom-
mendations of a vegetational survey and management analysis of the
Homestead National Monument of America conducted by Natural Resources
Enterprises, Inc. between August, 1982 and Deqember, 1984. Major focus

will be on the prairie, but comments will be made regarding the

woodlands and hedgerow.

THE SITE

Homestead National Monument of America (HNMA) is located five miles
west of Beatrice, Nebraska on 160 acres flrst homesteaded by Daniel
Freeman. Congress set aside the 100 acres of formerly abused pasture

and cropland and 60 acres of woodland as a permanent monument to the
homesteading era. The Freeman School, adds a noncontiguous 1.5 acres to

the monument. Physical features of the site are dominated by Cub

Creek, a major tributary to the Big Blue River, and its adjacent
bottomlands. The balance of the site is made up of moderately steep

glacial till slopes with eroded san.dy“and gravelly side slopes.

MANAGEMENT HISTORY

Because of the importance of prairie to the settler, The primary
objective of HNMA has been restoration of the landscape context to the
what approximate original condition as encountered by Daniel Freeman in

the mid-1860's. This goal has beeri»evident from the first managenment
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masterplan written by Adoph Murie circa 1938 (Appendix I-1). Murie
says in his report, Restoration of Native Grassland at Homestead
National Monument,

"E. A. Hummel, Regional Historian, is making plans to restore
the conditions of the homestead as they were when the home-
steader, Mr. Freeman, first settled on it. Among other

things, Hummel wishes to restore the native vegetation so far
that it is possible..."

Murie went on to describe two possible restoration methods, one was
transplanting of sod from a local prairie doomed to destruction by
plowing, and the second was by seediné. He also realized the
advantages to sodding in that,

"...not only is prairie grass brought into the area, but also
native species of prairie herbs."

In preparing this first mana}gémeat Qlan, Murie had been in contaét with
the eminent prairie ecologist, Dr. J. E. Weaver of the University of
Nebraska, who felt that this project, |

“...contained the possibilities of an excellent experiment..."

The natural history of a landscape untouched by modern man'é
activities is at best a complex mosaic of reactions to previous
ecological perturbations. For example, prairies are unique plant
communities, associations, and. formations which resulted over thousands
of years of cyclic drought, temporary heavy grazing, and fire among
other events. When man’s activities are added, this mosaic becomes
even more complex, especially when those activities have not been
recorded in time or space. Much of the existing site condition is
directly related to the management practices conducted over time in
response to previous factors and the objective of. prairie restoration.

However, uncontrollable naturgl events, such as flooding and wild
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fires, still impact the site. Following is a chronological listing of
‘human management intents, coupled with natural events, setting the
stége for ongoing management.

When the site was acquired by the National Park Service, severe
erosion had occurred on the upland slopes, heavy depositions of silt
were on the lower slopes, and the woodlands were cutover and heavily
grazed. Management during the early years at HNMA centered around

stabilizing a severely abused soil and protecting newly planted native

grasses.
As stated in the RFP-MWR-2-36 dated June, 1982,

"...most of the area was cultivated until the
early 1930°s."

Photograph #140 (Figure 1) and photograph #1015 (Figure 2) show that
the southeast 40 acres was undef cultivétion. These photographs were
taken in March and November of 1939, respectiiiély. Although the RFP-
MWR-2-36 states that seeding occurred as early as 1937, a search of
past records indicates that the first seeding took place in 1939 with

seed gathered approximately five miles to the west. Job records at

HNMA indicate that the approximate mixture was 45% big bluestem; 50%
little bluestem; 1% each of Kentucky bluegrass, needleandthread,
indiangrass, prairie dropseed, and- sidecats grama. The first sodding
was also carried out in 1939 to control severe sheet, rill, and qully
erosion on the coarse-textured south upland slopes. Source of the sod

1s unknown.
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Figure 1.

NPS negative #140, March, 1939. View west along the old
State Highway 4 right-of-way. This photo shows the general
condition of the cropped upland and overgrazed woodland.
Trees adjacent to the Agnes Suiter Freeman cabin are
probably volunteers (Photo by E. A. Hummel).
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NPS negative S & MC #6,1015, November 1, 1939.

east from Quadrat 16 in the southeast 40 acres. The
general ground cover is the prairie at the end of the first
growing season. In the center are narrow prairie sod

strips to control rill and sheet erosion (Photo by E. A.
Hurmel ) .

Looking
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Figure 3.

NPS negative S & MC #31, 1034, May 1, 1942. Facing east
looking across Quadrat 16. Generally, the same view as
Figure 2 showing the three years of erosion. Note the
sparse establishment of the prairie grasses (Photo by Mr.
Fletcher).
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Figure 4.
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NPS negative S & MC #35, 1037, May 1, 1942. Brush dam in
Quadrat 14. View looking south. Note the unmanaged
appearance of the osage-orange hedgerow (Photo by Mr.
Fletcher).



Figure 5.

NPS negative S & MC #34,1035, May 1, 1942. Main drainage
in Quadrat 15 looking south. Note the check dam and delta
of silt at approximately the 1275 contour. Also note the
weeds trapped by the hedge and that the hedge to the east
of the drainage is noticeably shorter, probably from the

harvesting of osage-orange fence posts (Photo by Mr.
Fletcher).

10
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Figure 6.

NPS negative S & MC #37, 1038, May 1, 1942. View northwest
across Quatrat 14. Note check dams in foreground. Also
note the strong linear character of the volunteer trees and

shrube along what is now the old State Highway 4 right-of-
way (Photo by Mr. Fletcher).

11
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NPS negative S & MC #33, 1036, May 1, 1942. This photo
shows erosion in the southeast 40 acres. However, in the
top center, a dense patch of established prairie vegetation
stands out from the surrounding clumps. This probably is

an area that was sodded four years earlier (Photo by Mr.
Fletcher).
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The first use of herbicide, other than sodium chlorate, at HNMA
was recorded in 1949 with an application of 2,4-D on bur rag-
weed, primarily in the woodlands. Continued mulching with old
hay occurred on the upland qullies. Concern was noted about the
poor drainage on the lowland prairie.

The major event was a large flood on October 2nd and 3rd which
covered the lowlands.

A visit by Dr. E. J. Dyksterhuis of the Soil Conservation Service
resulted in some specific recommendations which, if adopted,
would provide a changed and more finely tuned management plan
than had been followed (Appendix I-2). The significant recom-—
mendations can be summarized as follows: 1) no grazing, 2) mow
before July 15th, 3) timely clipping of downy brome infested
areas, 4) no herbicide use in the prairie because of its detrimental
influence on forbs, 5) importance of legumes, 6) supplement low-
lands with other species by sod chunks, 7) fire is a hazard but
is compatible with prairie, 8) because of weedy perennials in the
southwest bottomland, clean till and start over by seeding low-
land species, 9) one the east 40 acres of hillside, fertilize,
mulch, and mow with a high cutter bar to spread clumps, and 10)
do not disturb the lgwland silt delta, because the weedy anmuals
will eventually be out competed by the perennial prairie plants.
Some of these recommendations were followed, and others were not.
The east 40 acres was mowed, except on the gravel side slopes.

A massive creek bank stabilization project with willow plantings
was initiated. The uplands were hayed, except for the gravel
side slopes.

The Gage County Soil Conservation District harvested seed in the
east 40 acres. The bottomland was hayed.

C. H. Schultz, HNMA Custodian, noted that the heavy ]
thatch of 1945-51 was now depleted. Seeds were harvested as
they were in 1953. Erosion was noted along the abandoned State
Highway 4 right-of-way.” -

A review of the areas by J. Dexter Haws of the Soil Conservation
Service resulted in detailed recommendations (Appendix I-3). In
summary, he 1) noted a sweetclover infestation, 2) noted a
smooth bromegrass infestation, 3) noted several other weeds that
would not be future problems, 4) suggested planting prairie
cordgrass in the wet lowlands and along the stream banks, and 5)
suggested planting native shrubs in the gullies. The NPS )
replied somewhat negatively to same of these recommendations
(Appendix I-5).

A report was made by the NPS regional soil conservationist
(Appendix I-6). ’ '-». '
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.'1957 - A major June flood covered the lowlands. Dr. Calvin McMillian,

Department of Agronomy, University of Nebraska, requested from
the NPS the origin of the seed source in restoration (Appendix
I-7).

1958 - No major activities.
1959 - A major Dutch elm disease program was initiated. 7
1960 l’through 1962 - ENMA management master plan (Appendix I-8).

1963 - Major June flooding on the lowlands. Use of 2,4-D ester was
noted (Appendlx I—9). o S
TS 1964 - A year after a flood in the lowlands found these areas heavily
' -~ infested with weeds. This sparked an ongoing weed control
program from 1965-80 using Dalapon for bromegrass cmtrol and
2 4-D for broadleaf weeds:

hRY 1965 ~A thatch buildup resulted in mowing the complete area (Appendix

I-lO).
1966 and 1967 - No major act1v1t1es. (
1968-Smoothhrm1egrass in the narth 40 acres was mowed, raked, and ' ' (
. baled in June. A flood on August 19th covered the lowlands. ‘
v, The lowland area in the north 40 acres was plowed on September -
28th.

1969 - The lowland area was disked in June, sowed to milo in July,
mowedeeptember 7 to 11 acres were seeded in November, and
in December the Soil Conservation Service recommended that
future seedings include forbs.

1970 - The first controlled burn of the prairie, excluding the newly
planted areas, was conducted. ~The newly planted areas were
mowed, and 2,4-D was applied (Appendix I-11).

1971 through 1974 - No new major activities.

1975 - About 4 acres of the most recently seeded area was reworked
(Appendix I-12).

1976 - The year was extremely dry. The 4 acres of lowland were
reseeded in November. -

1977 - Plants in the 7 to 11 acre lowland area were under drought
stress and were weed infested.

1978 and 1979 - Woody invaders werd removed fram the lowlands with K
Ortho Brush Killer. The routine 2,4-D spraying program was
stopped in 1979.
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1980 - A 17-acre wild fire occurred.
1981 - No major new activities.

1982 - A major flood covered the lowlands in June. A pre-scribed burn
- in April was stopped by rain after burning 8 acres. Manual
. removal of. thistles and cammon mullein was initiated. Native
hay bales were used for erosion control in Quadrats 14 and 15
(Figures 8 and 9).

1983 - Removal of native and exotic species from the osage-orange
hedgerow was initiated. The entire prairie was included in a
prescribed burn in April. Manual weed removal continued, and
plant material from 4 weedy acres of lowland was mowed and

burned in August (Appendix I-13). .

1984 - A portion of the weedy-lowland was mowed. A few plum thickets
were shredded at a height of about 2 feet. The area north of
State Highway 4 was burned in the fall. Manual removal of
weeds continued. ' .

This chronological summary shows a clear change in problems as the

‘prairie at HNMA has evolved. Erosion and stabilization has given away

to interest in more natural and biologiél management controls. For
example, prescribed burning has replaced mowing and the use of
herbicides. A logical, progressive urderstanding that these procedures
can be integrated and selected to obtain certain results has occurred.
Interest has also moved from native grasses in the early stabilizing

years of HNMA management in _the 1930°s and 1940°s, to an interest in
legumes in the 1950°s, and on to a more recent and more complex
understanding of the role of forbs. Forbs, in general, help HNMA to
more closely approximate the original flora, add visitor interest, and
add potential interpretation activities. A recent concern has emerged
about the use of a local gene pool source for future introduction of
plants, which indicates a further evolution of understanding of the

prairie ecosystem.
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HNMA is one of the oldest ongoing attempts at restoring prairie

habitats on man-altered landscapes. The only other nearly

contemporaneous example is the restoration of the Curtis Prairie in
Madison, Wisconsin in the 1930°s. The Curtis Prairie has probably
benefited from starting with a less disturbed site. It also benefited
from close work with Dr. Curtis and his graduate students at the

University of Wisconsin.

HNMALong—TennGoal o r B

To restore the’ 100 acre pra:l.rJ.e at HNMA to the approxlmate

appearance and peroentage species composition representatlve of the
1850-60 exra. - -

Investigators” RésponSe

The primary lcng-t:erm objective to restore the HNMA prairie to its
percentage spec:.es aompos1txon of the 1850-1860 era is a laudable and
measurable objective. However, the specific original percentage
species composition is not known, and it can only be approx:Lmated from
other sources. In light of this problem, it is suggested that the

approximation published in the North American Prairie (Weaver 1954) be

used. These provide rough targets for restoration of specific

management units.
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Table 1. Percentage composition of the vegetation and frequency of
occurrence of each of twelve most important grasses in lowland (155 m2)
and upland (180 m?) prairie (adapted from Weaver 1954). Symbol *
indicates presence at HNMA.

Lowland Prairie Upland Prairie

Species Comp. Freq. Comp. Freq.
_______________ %___—_____._-—.__.__

Little bluestem

Schizachyrium scoparium* 2.0 19.0 55.0 98.0
Big bluestem

Andropogon gerardii* 78.0 '100.0 24.8 99.0
Kentucky bluegrass (exotic)

Poa pratensis* _ 8.8 88.0 4.7 80.0
Porcupinegrass : :

Stipa spartea* : 1.9 31.0 2.5 40.0
Prairie dropseed ‘ _

Sporobolus heterolepis* 0.1" 1.0 2.7 20.0
Indiangrass |

Sorghastrum nutans* 1.9 37.0 1.8 51.0
Sideoats grama _

Bouteloua curtipendula* 0.1 7.0 0.6 32.0
Panic grasses

Dichanthelium spp.* 0.3 28.0 0.4 36.0
Prairie junegrass ,

Koeleria pyramidata* . 0.1 10.0 0.6 34.0
Canada wildrye

Elymus canadensis* 0.1 12.0 trace 4.0
Switchgrass

Panicum virgatum®* 1.7 22.0 1.3 14.0
Prairie cordgrass

Spartina pectinata* 0.4 12.0 0.0 0.0

Forbs 3.6 74.0 4.1 90.0
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For each prairie studied, Weaver made a complete list of forbs.
After careful observation, each species was then placéd into one of
five groups, depending upon its importance. Those that occurred in
great abundance and were of considerable importance throughout a
prairie were designated as the society of the first class. Usually
only 6 to 8 species in any prairie held such a high rank. These forbs
were widely but not necessarily continuously distributed throughout the
prairie. Other species which were of only slightly less importance
were designated as a society of the second class. Others occurred in
several places, but they were not common. They forrhed énly a small

part of the plant cover because they were infrequent, ‘and they were

placed in the fourth class. Certain species were so rare that they

were observed oniy once or a few times. These were placed in the fifth

class.

Table 2. Most important species of forbs in lowland prairies, arranged
in order of decreasing importance. The first number indicates the
percentage of prairies in which the species occurred in first, second,
or third rank. The second number indicates percentage in the fourth or
fifth rank (adapted fram Weaver 1954). Symbol ® indicates presence at
HNMA.

Species Classes 1, 2, & 3 Classes 4 & 5

Catchweed bedstraw
Galium aparine* : 70 4

Wild strawberry
Fragaria virginiana* 52 20

Fringed loosestrife
Lysimachia ciliata . 74 26

———



Willow aster
Aster praealtus

Canada anemone
Anemone canadensis

Canada goldenrod

Solidago canadensis ¥

Campassplant

Silphium laciniatum

Prairie phlox
Phlox pilosa

Wholeleaf rosinweed :
Silphium integrifolium*

i

Sawtooth sunflower
Helianthus grosseserratus

Thickspike gayfeather
Liatris pycnostachya

Smoocth sooufingrush
Equisetum laevigatum

Golden alexanders
Zizia aurea

American germander
Teucrium canadense*

Prairie dogbane ¥
Apocynum sibiricum

Meadow violet
Viola pratincola

American licorice
Glycyrrhiza lepidota*

Mountain-mints
Pycnanthemum spp.

Waterhemlock
Cicuta maculata

Culversroot
Veronicastrum virginicum

Whorled milkweed
Asclepias verticillata*

*

69
50
72

51

40
41
54
40
46
35
52
36
31
43
18
30

33

32

22

13

14

15

26

. 28

16

17

14

31

46

.29

14

32

45

21



~ Smoothmilkweed
Asclepias sullivantii

Field horsetail
Equisetum arvense

Purple loosestrife
Lythrum salicaria

Annual fleabane
Erigeron annuus

Western ironweed
Vernonia fasciculata*

Jerusalem artichoke
Helianthus tuberosus

Swanp milkweed
Asclepias incarnata

Hypoxis
Hypoxis hirsuta

Rough heliopsis
Heliopsis helianthoides

Purple meadowrue
Thalictrum dasycarpum

Swamp smartweed
Polygonum coccineum

Black-eyedsusan
Rudbeckia hirta*

Grayhead prairieconeflower
Ratibida pinnata*

Golden groundsel
Senecio pseudaureus

American bugleweed
Lycopus americanus

Cup rosinweed
Silphium perfoliatum

Inland ironweed .
Vernonia baldwini

24

16

22

18

31

19

11

trace

22

13

27

24

14

11

14

12

24

Y

38
16
14
10
35
18
25 .
trace
36
31

22

21
25

26

22

i S
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less important lowland species:

Clammy groundcherry (Physalis heterophylla)
Illinois tickclover (Desmodium illinoense)*
Fleabane (Erigeron philadelphicus)
Plantainleaf pussytoes (Antennaria plantaginifolia)
Palespike lcbelia (lLobelia spicata)
Lanceleaf groundcherry (Physalis virginiana)*
Canada onion (Allium canadense)

Canada milkvetch (Astragalus canadensis)*
Sneezeweed (Helenium autumnale)

Southern hogpeanut (Amphicarpa bracteata
Common woodsorrel (Oxalis stricta)*

Gauras (Gaura spp.)*

Poisonivy (Rhus radicans)

Violet woodsorrel (Oxalis violaceae)*
Maxmilian sunflower (Belianthus maximiliani)
Cudweed sagewart (Artemisia ludoviciana)*
Wavyleaf thistle (Circium undulatum)

Marsh vetch (Lathyrus palustris)

Tuberous indianplantain (Cacalia tuberosa)

23

1

Table 3. Most important species of farbs in upland prairies, arranged

in order of decreasing importance. The first number indicates
percentage of prairies in which the species occurred in the first,
second, or third rank. The second number indicates percentage in the

fourth or fifth rank (adapted from Weaver 1954).
presence at HNMA.

Symbol * indicates

Species Classes 1, 2, & 3 Classes 4 & 5
%
Leadplant
Amorpha canescens¥* 87

Stiff sunflower

Helianthus rigidus* 80
Heath aster
Aster ericoides* 80

Field pussytoes
Antennaria neglecta* 72

Daisy fleabane
Erigeron strigosus* . 76




Missouri goldenrod

.. Solidago missouriensis*

Silverleaf psoralea
Psoralea argophyskd

Prairieclovers
Petalostemum spp.*

Pale echinacea
Echinacea pallida*

Flowering spurge
Euphorbia corollata

Stiff goldenrod
Solidago rigida*

Groundplum milkvetch
Astraqalus crassicarpus

Rough gayfeather
Liatris aspera

‘Arkansas rose

_ Rosa arkansana*

Finger coreopsis
Corecps_is palmata

False boneset
Kuhnia eupatorioides*

Slimflower scurfpea
Psoralea tenuiflora*

Prairie blue-eyedgrass
Sisyrinchium campestre*

Inland ceanothus
Ceanothus ovatus

Dotted gayfeather "
Liatris punctata’

Tickclovers
Desmodium spp.*

Blue aster
Aster laevis

Cudweed sagewort
Artemisia ludoviciana*

64

56

52

40

33

48

36

39

48

34

37

22

40

24

23

29

17

36

12

18

22

26

26

21

23

26

a
16
11
16
25

29

34

24
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Roundhead lespedeza

Lespedeza capitata* 28
Catclaw sensitivebriar

Schrankia nuttallii 10
Showywand goldenrod

Solidago speciosa 20
Azure aster

Aster azureus 7
Grooved flax

Linum sulcatum 29

Western yarrow
Achillea millefolium¥* 16

Prairie ragwort
Senecio plattensis* 15

Atlantic wildindigo :
Baptisia leucantha® , 12

Plains wildindigo
Baptisia leucophaea* : ' 19

Pitchers sage
Salvia picheri* 9 -

27

28

25

35

11

22

27

16

25

Less importantuplandspecies:

Upright prairieconeflower (Ratibida columnifera)*
Lambert locoweed (Oxytropis lambertii)

Early lousewort (Pedicularis canadensis)
Rattlesnake master (Eryngium yuccifolium)
Upland willow (Salix humilis)

White milkwort (Polygala albda) -

Candle anemone (Anemone cylindrica)

Blood milkwort (Polygala sanguinea)

Bastard toadflax (Comandra richardsiana)
Swamp lousewort (Pedicularis lanceolata)
Scaly qayfeather (Liatris glabarata)

Pink poppymallow (Callirhoe alcaeoides)*
Fringeleaf ruellia (Ruellia humilis)

Tall cinquefoil (Potentilla arquta)*

Prairie violet (Viola pedatifida)*

Lanceleaf groundcherry (Physalis virginiana)¥*.
Grassleaf goldenrod (Solidago graminifolia)
Cleft gromwell (Lithospermum incisum)*

Woolly plantain (Plantago @tagopica) :
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“'HNMA Short-Term Goals

1. To establish workable prairie management units and recommend
alternative measures to reach the long-term objective.

Investigators” Response

The HNMA prairie should be divided into two main management units,
the lowland area below contour 1270 and the upland area above that
contour and including the Freeman School (Figure 8). Within these two
broad units should be subsections based on environx;lental conditions.
For example, the area generally located at the interséctions of
Quadrats 7, 8, 13, and 14 (Critical Area 8, Figure 9) could be
considered as a subsection of the lowland (for a listing and narr:a'tive
on .critial areas see pages 1} and 77)‘. The subsectioh is more moist
and, thus, has poteﬂtial for different plant species. As well, the
exposed gravel slopes in the upland could be considered a subsection of
the uplands because of the restrictive soil conditions and gully
erosion (Critical Area 6, Figure 9). These gravel slopes, however,

have been extensively managed for the last 45 years and are approaching
a natural prairie species composition. New gullies should be sodded

with native upland sod. Off-site ddms should be checked for control.
At the Freeman School, native prairie and areas adjacent to the
buildings should be mowed to control weedy species and for fire hazard
reduction. The smooth bromegrass border that now threatens the rmt
prairie should be treated with an herbicide in the spring before active
growth of the native plants (Critical Area 12, Figure 9). Some areas

may require revegetation with native prairie species.
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2. To research and recommend a cyclic prescribed fire program to deal
with the prairie as a whole and for specific management units.
Investigators” Response
Prescribed burning should be part of an integrated program of
management. Cyclic burning is generally- beneficial, but it cannot be
recommended as a blanket management tool. Fire must be site and

condition sensitive. For example, the steep, gravelly slopes of
Quadrats 14, 15, and 16 are less productive and likely to have less
need for burning. Conversely, the lowland area will have a tendency
for thatch buildup and therefore will be more prone to wild fire
because of higher levels of human activities and it proximities to
trails and roads. Overall production of organic matter is related to
soil moisture and species composition. Time of burning should be at
various times throughout the year so as to not favor or retard seasonal
plants.
3. To provide alternatives for dealing with the encroachment énd
control of exotic species, including methods, timing, etc.
Investigators” Response

Species exotic to the area are most apparent in the lowland areas
which have experienced the most frequent and greatest disturbance.
Kentucky bluegrass, musk thistle, smooth bromegrass, and woody species
are troublesome plants. Smooth bromegrass must be supplanted by a
stable prairie planting. If repeated mowing is to continue at the
Freeman School, the mow line should be moved north about 20 feet to
help to slow the encroachment of smooth bromegrass into the native

prairie.
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k 4. To provide alternatives for removal or control of bwoody speciés
encroaching onto the prairie. Include alternatives for fire resistant
and suckering species.

Investigators” Response

The existing State Highway 4 right-of-way (Critical Area 3, Figure
9) should be managed in conjunction with the Nebraska Department of
Roads, and special attention should be given  to the removal of eastern
redcedars over the current minimum allowable diameter. Woody shrubs
have always been a component of the prairie. Sélec;:ed thickets should
be allowed to remain and should be managed by combinations of hand-
digging, mowing, burning, and hefb;'.cides. |

Removal of all trees in both the upland and lowland prairies{ is a
desirable long-term goal. 'l‘hese large ‘trees are noted as Critical Area
7, Figure 9. They are visually intrusive into the prairie vista and
shade of surrounding prairie species. However, about six of the
largest trees have saome historical tie to the Agnes Suiter Freeman
cabin. They should be left in place but not replanted when they die.

Specific methods and critical areas are addressed in other sections of
this report.

S. To recommend native grass specles that are shade tolerant that may
be used where trees must be protected, such as near the osage-orange
along the south boundary.
Investigators” Response

The hedgerow area should be rrfanaged in two different ways to
provide a view of a 1870 hedgerow and the unmanaged hedgerows common
today. This comparison will provide a valuable interpretative tool.

Mowed smooth bromegrass and Kentycky bluegrass in the shade of a

thinned hedge will hold the soil ard -sex.ve as a fire barrier.
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6. To research and provide recommendations for the treatment of
potentially undesirable native species such as sunflowers and
smartweeds. Do they belong, will they spread, and what percentage is
acceptable? :

Investigators” Response
Wet lowland species should be planted to supplant:.the weeds in the

wetter portions of the lowland prairie. The reader should see the

section entitled "Intensive Restoration" for species and techniques to
supplant weeds and the section entitled “Critical Areas of Concern" for
discussion of the problem.

Native annuals were a part of the prairie which filled in
disturbed areas such as on pocket gopher mounds. - Disturbed sites may
be areas where desirable forbs can also start. In the future, HNMA may
wish to consider introducing additional natural prairie rodents.

7. To assess potential damage caused by mechanical equipment and
vehicle use on the prairie and recommend alternatives to minimize

impact.
Investigators” Response

Vehicle impact is damaging only if it is frequent or on wet soils.
8. To insure recommendation are consistent with preservation of
archeological /cultural resources.
Investigators” Response )

The hedgerow is a cultural resource and should be managed for

interpretation (see 4 and 5, above). The presence of trees on the

prairie is intrusive. They negatively impact the prairie species and

- the visitors” view and concept of prairie. The location,

configuration, and make up of the native plant garden needs

reconsideration. The cash crop interpretation area provides a

-

continual disturbance and potential weed source. It could be a more
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- effective display in a closer proximity to the other interpretative
"features near the headquarters. Removal of the old State Highway 4
right-of-way grade would blend the area with the natural contour.
However, smce its alignment follows thg_ ?ld St. Joseph tq Fort Kearny
stage route, it should be kept. Qh.r_:ub shru \Bockets which produce a
linear man-made form should be removed (Critical Area 3, Figure 9).

9. To establish on-going monitoring procedures to determine if goals
are being met.

Investigators” 'Responsve

Species composition should be monitored on a regular basis, every two
to three years, to guide the prairie toward the major objecg:ive..
Accumulation of organic matter on the s‘oil surface should be monitored,
because large amounts will negatively impgct the prairie plants.
Methods and schedules will be discussed later in this r@ort. |
10. To recommend locations and techniques for screening adjacent
nonhistoric developments and prov1d1ng shaded areas for visitor rest

and comfort consistent with prairie restoration goals.

Investigators” Response
The influence of State Highway 4 and the adjacent residential

development is particularly distracting for the visitor’s experience of
the HNMA prairie and its interpretive significance. It is difficult to
recommend specific screening uses in a vegetation management plan,
however the triangular right-of-way could provide some buffering if a
plan was cooperatively designed and managed by HNMA and the State
Department of Roads. As well, a portioﬁ of Quadrat 1 (see Figure 8)
could be converted to woodland north of the hlghway with a narrow strip

of woodland south of the highway. fn addition, a band of shrubs edging
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the woodland on the south would help provide a dense twiggy screen
during the winter months. This entails managing a shrub edge in
addition to that edge that occurs along the eastern edge of the
woodland. Subsequently, woody plants south of State Highway 4 make it
imperative to reorient the visitor’s initial view of the prairie from
the east to the southeast. Within the prairie, managed shrub thickets
could supply shade to visitors on the trail (see 4, above and the

section entitled "Areas of Critical Concern").

11. To recommend alternatives for restoration of- weedy areas to native
species composition.
Investigators” Response

The weedy lowlands should be restored. See the comprehensive
discussion in later sections of this report entitled "Intensive Prairie
Restoration" and "Areas of Critical Concern."
12. To recommend reintroduction of species not currently present but
consistent with the long-term goal.
Investigators” Response

Species diversity should be increased. This fact is apparent when
one compares Tables 2 and 3 with the list of species collected at HNMA.
Methods of introduction are-discussed in the sections on "General
Review of Management Options” and "Intensive Prairie Restoration."
13. To determine if areas are present that are so disturbed by

cultivation that it would be fut:Lle to attempt to restore prairie on
those sites.

Investigators” Response
No sites exist at HNMA on which restoration would be impossible.

The weedy lowland will be a challenge. Problems and methods are
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.- discussed in sections entitled “Intensive Prairie Restoration" and
“Areas of Critical Concern.* Removal of the old State Highway 4 grade
will create an exposed area that will need attention. Following the

removal of trees from prairie areas, grasses should naturally move into

the formerly shaded places.

14. To assess the impact of "cash crop" interpretive garden on prairie
restoration and recommend the future management of the area.

Investigators” Response

The cash crop area is addressed under Number 9, above (also see

"Areas of Critical Concern").

NN
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SAMPLING RESULTS
Species Composition

Each area of Homestead National Monument of America was sampled

with a modified step-point on five different dates. Spring sampling
occurred in June of 1983 and 1984. Fall sampling was conducted during

October of 1982, 1983, and 1984. About, 8 acres of the lowland and
upland prairies burned in the spring of 1982. The path of the fire was
visually evident in the vegetation in 1982. A decision was made to
sample the burned area separately fram the nonburned .portions of the
prairie. A prescribed fire was applied to all of the prairie in the
spring of 1983, but those areas burped.in 1982 were sampled .separately
to the end of the project.

Caution must be exercised in the interpretation of species
composition data. Data from the two spring samplj;ngs may be compafé‘d,
and data from fall samplings may be compared. Data between seasons
should not be compared. For example, weedy annuals such as foxtails or
crabgrass are seasonal. Small amounts of a species may have been
present during the spring sampling, and they may have become major
components by the time of the fall sampling. These large amounts of
seasonal species appear to cause a decreaée in perennial species when,
in fact, they occupy bare spaces between perennials. Basal cover of
the perennials was not influencéd, although species composition was
greatly influenced.

Prairie species are dynamic. Changes in composition constantly

occur in response to weather, *management, and many other factors.
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Minor fluctuations (2 to 3%) in major species are natural and may be

“‘the reflection of changes in other species. Consistent trends are

important. For example, change in species composition from 2% to 1%
and then to zero over a three-year period is probably a real change.
Like-wise, a trend ffom zero to a tface and then to 1 or 2% over a
three-year period may indicate a response to current management. It
may be an invasion of a weedy species, or, hopefully, an increase of a

desirable prairie species.

Upland Prairies Burned in 1982 and 1983

Big bluestem, indiangrass, and little bluestem were the dominant
species on the prairie (Tablé 4). These plants, as well as
switchgrass, remained stable throughout the period. Small gains'in
brairie dropseed and stiff sﬁnflower were recorded. Large increases in
Kentucky bluegrass and goldenrods occurred. Smooth bromegrass also
increased. These increases could be due to the uﬁusual ly wet, cool

springs in 1983 and 1984.

Upland Prairies Burned in 1983

This area includes some of the drier upland prairies in the southeast
portion of the park. Big bluestéa,xf{ is the most abundant species, but
its composition is lower than on the sites with more favorable moisture
(Table 5). Percentage oomposition of indiangrass is nearly as large as
that of big bluestem. lLarger percentages of little bluestem, sidecats
grama, and switchgrass are found on this area. Kentucky bluegrass and
goldenrods have increased, and smooth bromegrass remains a potential

problem.
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Table 4. Species composition (Z) of the primary plants of the upland prairie
burned in 1982 and 1983.

Common name

spring sampling

specles composition

fall sampling

6/83 6/84 10/82 10/83 10/84
p4

Big bluestem 44,98 43162 45.45 46.93 48.50
Indiangrass 19.19 20.13 22,72 21.96 20.17
Little bluestem 9.04 10.04 13.64 13.01 -12.91
Switchgrass 5.21 5.‘62 4.55 4.51° 4.92
Prairie dropseed 0.04 0.07 0.61 0.81 3.01
- Kentucky bluegrass 0.00 1.31 0.00 0.61 5.73
Smooth Bromegrass 0.05 2.19 0.00 0.00 1.13
Goldenrods 6.41 9.72 0.91 3.18 7.52
Stiff sunflower 3.12 3.14 0.62 0.73 1.50
Plant cover 7.16 ~ 8.32 10.09 10.56 10.42
Litter cover 5.91 59.31 76.27 23.41 71.09
Bare ground 86.93  32.37 13.64 66.03 18.49
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Table S. Species composition (X) of the primary plants of the upland prairie
burned in 1983. .

specles composition

Common name spring sampling fall sampling
6/83 6/84 10/82 10/83 10/84
p4
Big bluestem 25.43 24,12 24,68 26.12 23.17
Indiangrass 19.82 19.61 21.32 21.95- ~20.05
Little bluestem : ‘12.12 l3.14 19.43 19.51 17.12
Sideoats grama 211 2.91 7.11 6.57 7.13
Switchgrass 10.10 9.82 12.80 13.70 13,02
Prairie dropseed 5.18 4,19 2.84 3.16 3.12
Kentucky bluegrass 0.00 1.04 0.00 0.71 2.13
Smooth Bromegrass 0.19 0.23 3.31 1.12 2.62
Goldenrods 8f16 6.71 2,47 5.16 8.05
Stiff sunflower 4.55 ) 4.19 1.42 1.71 1.44
Plant cover 7.29 8.04 10.83 10.72 10.06

Litter cover 6.13 53.51 87.75 22.91 70.13

Bare ground 86.58 38.45 1.42 66.37 19.81

o~



37
Lowland Prairie Burned in 1982 and 1983

As in original lowland prairies, big bluestem comprises over 50%
of the vegetation (Table 6). It is followed, in proper order, by
indiangrass, switchgrass, and little bluestemn. Percentage of

goldenrads is high, while Kentucky bluegrass and smooth bromegrass are

increasing.

Lowland Prairie Burned in 1983

Percentages of the .ﬁ\ajor species are similar to those ih the
Lowland Prairie burned in both 1982 and 1983 (.Table 7). Percentage
little bluestem is lower and switchgrass is higher, but this difference
is not due to the burning history. Goldenrods are also high in this
area. Kentucky bluegrass is very high. These species, aio'ng with

smooth bromegrass, require immediate attention.

. Weedy Iowland

The species composition of the weedy lowland shows a relatively
small arr-nount of desirable prairie plants (Table 8). The numbers
illustrate the fact that the rate of succession would be very slow.
Without proper management, unsightly weeds will continue to be a

problem.

Mowed Area Around the Freeman School

The major species in the mowed area is Kentucky bluegrass (Table
9). Crabgrass increases by late summer. Buffalograss is present in

patches. The species list includes many common lawn weeds.
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Table 6. Species composition (Z) of the primary plants of the lowland prairie
burned in 1982 and 1983. ) ) :

- —

specles composition

Common name spring sampling fall sampling
6/83  6/84 10/82  10/83  10/84
%
Big bluestem - 56.14  S5.14. 58.26  59.16  57.6l
Indiangrass 14:10  13.91 13.70  13.73  12.42
Little bluestem 3,96 '3.40 3.42  2.98 2.41
Switchgrass | 8.12  7.31 7.53 8.01 7.05
Eastern gamagrass 3.21 2.14 -1.37 0.14 0.29
Smooth bromegrass 1.22  2.04 1.37  0.96 1.96
Kentucky bluegrass 0.09 2.16 | 0.07 6.11 1.31
Ironveed 0.00  0.00 0.19 0.00 0.14
Goldenrod 6.25 8.01 4.11 6.71 8.21
Plant cover | 10.62 10.14 13.02 14.14 13.89

Litter cover 7.78 56.12 67.12 20.62 69.14

Bare ground 81.60 33.74 19.86 65.24 16.97
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Table 7. Species composition (X) of the primary plants of the lowland prairie
: burned in 1983.

species composition

Common name spring sampling fall sampling
6/83 6/84 10/82 10/83 10/84

4 -
Big bluestem 47.47  48.41 44.67 48,11 48.20
Indiangrass 13.04  12.07 12.69  12.92 10.18
Little bluestem 8.91  7.04 8.12 8.41  6.92
Switchgrass 6;51 4:92 5.58 6.19 4.13
Smooth brouwegrass 2.01 3.17 7.61 3.16 3.86
Kentucky bluegrass 0.14 3.15 3.05 0.91 7.71
Dogwood 0.08 0.16 1.52 0.09 0.10
Coralberry 0.05 0.09 1.02 0.04 0.06
Ironweed 0.00 0.00 1.02 0.00 0.05
Goldenrod 9.06 10.17 6.60 8.75 8.82
Plant cover 13.18 14.09 18.27 14,16 15.05
Litter cover 3.80 50.62 81.22 21.81 68.40
Bare ground 83.02 0.51 64.03 16.55

35.29




Table 8. Specles composition of the weedy lowland.

40

Coumon name

spring sampling‘

species composition

fall sampling

6/83  6/84% 10/82  10/83  10/84*
y4

Big bluestem 8.19 10.41 7.94 2.04 6.16
Ind.iangrass 25.2-6 26.42 11.18 8.16 9.71
Switchgrass 25.01 30.71 10.13l 6.12 9.23
Smooth bromegrass ‘2.98 3.64 4,72 4,08 3.91
Goldenrods 14,71  15.92 3.96 2.04 5.62
Foxtails 0.41 1.04 42,12 48.99 40.40
Mare's tail 12.13 6.12 14.65 18.37 18.07
Nettle 0.04 0.00 5.13 6.12 4.19.
Annual bromes 11.27 5.74 0.17 0.00 0.00
Sunflower 0.00 - 0.00 0.00 0.00 2.71
Plant cover 7.21 8.04 7.16 12.24 12,91
Litter cover 9.17 82.13 8.35 71.43 80.77
Bare ground 83.62 ° 9.83 84,49 16.33 6.32

*

main weedy area was mowed in 1984,
remaining weedy area around the mowed area.

1984 data cannot be directly compared with data from previous years. The

Data from 1984 were collected in the




Table 9. Species composition (X) of the mowed area around the Freeman School.

species composition

Common name spring sampling fall sampling
6/83 6/84 10/82 10/83 10/§4
Z
Switchgrass 1.3 1.4 0.8 2.6 2.4
Kentucky bluegrass 61.7 60.4 29.8 33.4 37.9
Smooth bromegrass 2.9 | 4.8 1.5 . 2.3 6.7
Crabgrass 1.4 0.0 37.4  26.4 21.3
Buffalograss 22,6 20.7 1242 12.8 13.8
Sidecats grama 3.7 4.2 1.5 2.6 2.7
Foxtail ' 0.0 0.0 1.5 2.1 1.3
Stinkgrass 0.0 0.0 0.8 1.3 0.0
Sedge 2.8 3.5 2.3 2.5 1.9
Dandelion 3.6 5.0 2.3 5.9 9.8

Prostrate knotweed 0.0 0.0 9.9 8.1 2.2
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;- Nonmowed Area Behind the Freeman School

Big bluestem is the dominant species, but it is being invaded on all
sides by smooth bromegrass (Table 10). Immediate management action
will be required to stop the invasion (see page 27). :-Many of the
desirable pr:_:\irie grasses and forbs can be found in this small area,

but they are present in rather small quantities.
Range Condition as a Measure of Climax

Range condition can be used as a ‘measure of climax vegetation. It is
based on abundance and diversity. Productivity by species was estimated
in representative areas in each unit. These data were then compared to

tables, furnished by the Soil Conservation Service, containing the

maximum allowable for each species on each site. The lowland prairies

are located on a silty lowland range site while all other prairies
within the park are located on a silty range site. A range condition
of 100% indicates climax vegetation. It is important to note that
range condition is based on diversity and productivity and not totally

on species oomposition.

Upland Prairies Burned in 1982 and 1983

Range condition in these areas averaged 85%. Big bluestem, indian-
grass, switchgrass,- ard little bluestem were the major contributors to
the total. Range condition could be increased by increasing species
diversity of the forbs and by increasing or adding grasses such as
porcupineqgrass, prairie dropseed, prairie junegrass, and sideoats

grama.
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Table 10. Species composition (X) of the nonmowed area around the Freeman

Common name -

spring sampling

species compos

ition

fall sampling

, v Indiangrass

6/83 6/84 10/82 10/83 10/84
Z
Big bluestem 61.0 53.2 54.7 6027 51.6
6.2 4.9 1.0 5.9 4,3
Little bluestem 2.1 1.?~ 1.0 2.0 .1.6
\ Switchgrass 6.6 5.2 . 5.9 6.1 6.0
Kentucky bluegrass i 0.0 2.1 0.0 0.0 1.2
Smooth bromegrass 21.3 31.4 35.3 23.4 33.9 -
Canada wildrye . 2.8 1.9 1.0 1.9 “ 1.4
Prairie cone flower - 0.0 0.0 1.0 0.0 0.0
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Upland Prairies Burned in 1983

» The highest range condition, 90%, occurred in these areas. Burning
in 1983 alone, as compared to burning in 1982 and 1983, 1is not
responsible for the difference between 85 and 90%. The southeast 4
acres of the HNMA prairie contains the most diversity. This is

reflected in the higher range condition.

Lowland Prairie Burned in 1982 and 1983

Range condition for this lowland prairie wa-s 70%. All of the
majbr grasses contribute to this total. Big bluestem is too abundant
in relation to the other major grasses. Additional species of grasses
should be added or increased, and forb diversify must be incréased

before range condition could be improvéd.

Lowland Prairie Burned in 1983

Range condition of the lowland prairie burned in 1983 was 65%.
Qverall, it is similar to the lowland prairie burned in both 1982 and

1983. Diversity of both forbs and grasses must be- increased to

increase condition.

Weedy Lowland -

The area surrourding the tilled portion of this unit was sampled
in 1984. The condition was only 20%. Small amounts of big bluestem,
indiangrass, and swithchgrass were the main components of this small

percentage.

Mowed Area Around the Freeman School

Range condition is probably net applicable to a continually mowed

area. The few native species present combine to total 20% of climax
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vegetation. Switchgrass and sideocats grama were the primary species.

Nonmowed Area Behind the Freeman School

Range condition in this area was 65%. Big bluestem was the most
abundant species. Lesser contributions toward the total cam:from
indiangrass and switchgrass. The relatively large amount of smooth

bromegrass and the low diversity of forbs were the primary reasons for

this level of condition.
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PHOTO PIOTS

Black and white prints and color slides of Homestead National
Monument of America were evaluated in 1982. HNMA person.nel with the
responsibility for photography described the process to the evaluators.
It was concluded that the Homestead National Monument of America has
started to collect a valuable historical resource management tool.
Photo plot locations are shown in Figure 10 (arrows -indi@te direction
of photographs taken to document visual quality ratings).

The following are recommendations for the ongoing photographic
plot documentation: ..

A. Camera should frame the view 'as exactly as possible.
1. Enframing reference points should be noted and/or an
inconspicuous stake or pin should be used under the camera.
A lateral, overlapping photo or use of compass bearings may
also help.
2. The camera, film, and lens should be the same
for every photograph.
3. The time of year, Sun angle, and light intensity should
be a equal as possible. Generally, an overcast day will
improve photographic detail and delete the problem of too
much contrast.
4. Bracket exposures to assure the best exposure.
5. Since many of the views are panoramic, it is

essential to have a small overlap on each side of the frame.

*

o~
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6. Slow speed film should be used for black and
white photos to reduce the grainy character of the prints.
7. Use of a tripod would maximize camera steadiness while
keeping it on one point.

B. Inclusion of a rodman helps establish the scale of the scene

in the photo.

C. Reinstate a photo plot at s_tatibn 2. It is the critical

first view of the prairie by the visitors.

D. Photos should be taken three times a year to coincide more
closely with the phenology of the prairie. Dates of May 1, July

15, ‘and October 1 are suggested.

" E. Photo plots should be established on a five-year interval for

several points in the wooded portion of. the park. These should
be in areas of higher visibility to the public (eg. view
southeast from the west side of the park, from ‘Staté Highway 4,
and along the loop trail).

F. Photo plot documentation needs to be done aft.:er any major
visual change or natural event (eg. after a prescribed burn or
during a flood). i

G. Additional procedures for consideration are covered in the

attached United States Forest Service publication (Appendix II-1).
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VISUAL QUALITY

Visual quality was rated in early November of 1983. These ratings
were tied to the six existing photo plot_s, because the plots ;:epresent
a good cross section of Homestead National Monument of. America ard are
already documented with photographs. The visual quality ratings were
considered along with species composition and the desired goals to
determine specific vegetation management recommendations.

While specific plant related evaluations' and measurements were
objective and plot specific, the visual quality as perceived by the
visitor must include the surrounding landscape context. The visual
quality ratings were made on a scale of 10 (high quality) to 1 (low
quality) and were subject :to inter.:pret_:ation by the observer with the
descriptive guidelines for each category. The ratings taken together
can be reliably compared with each other, but are not valid when
compared with other sites. That is, the ratings only rank with visual

quality of sites (photo plots) within the Homestead National Monument

of America.

The visual quality ratings are based on three design and
visual principles: (1) Vividnéssithe memorability and uniqueness of
what is seen; (2) Unity-the repetition of basic design elements such
as color, form, texture and space; and (3) Intactness-undisturbed and
unchanged. "Undisturbed prairie" was selected as the most intact state
(Appendix II-2). However, because Homestead National Monument. of
America is both a preserve of our natural heritage and our historical

and cultural heritage, certain landscap_e_ elements are potentially in

¥
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conflict with regard to intactness.

The principles of vividness, unity, and intactness were rated with
respect to two major categories: (1) Vegetation and (2) Features found
in the landscape. Vegetation quality and landscape features found in
summaries of the six photo plots are shown in Table 11.

Photo Plot 1 (Figures 10 and 11} is located on the east edge of
the restored lowland prairie. View orientation is essentially south,
except when approaching the site from the south or west. This site
receives a relatively high rating except for the intrusion of State
Highway 4 and housing from the northeast. Hay bales create unnatural
forms along the south skyline.

Photo Plot 2 is a visitor’s first view of the prairie. ‘The
vegetation is of a lower quaiity, bl.‘lt most critically the view is
short, poorly encloséd, and heavily intrudéé upon by State Hi;jh'way 4
and housing to the east. The color of the fobt—-bri‘dge should bvé‘ more
subdﬁed. Perhaés it should be painted a neutral brown or‘ gi:ay.
Restoration of the Cub Creek bank will need special attention to
reunify and strengthen the transition form forest to prairie. Perhaps
a transition can occur through a shrub edge.

Photo Plot 3, as located, doe; not relate to a pedestrian view.
But, it does capture the "view from the road" as seen by many travelers
along Highway 4. For visitors approaching Homestead National Monument
of America from the east, this photo point represents their first and
most vital impression. Visible are strong manmade forms such as the
old Highway 4 right-of-way, osage-orange hedge, the new Highway 4
right-of-way, and the line of requdar the northeast. Each detracts

from the naturalness of the view, however the old Highway 4 right-of-
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way is the most intrusive as it bisects the restored prairie.

Table 11. Rank and scale of the six photo plotsl for
vegetation and landscape feature quality.

Rank Plot Plot Plot Plot Plot Plot
Scale 1 2 3 4 S 6
Vegetation 3 5 6 1 2 4
(40 max.) 20 18 17 24 22 19
Feature 3 .4 2 1 S 6
(50 max.) 17 15 20 31 14 8

lindividual rating sheets are in Appendix II-3.

Photo Plot 4 (Figures 10 and 12) rates the highest in both
vegetation and landscape categories because of the long, panoramic
views, less visible evidence of man‘s intrusion, and strong spatial
enclosure. Photo Plot S rates high in the wvegetational aspects because
of the compléx, although visually unified, native plant community.
However, the view off site to-the north has strong manmade intrusions
(Figures 10 and 13). 1In particular, these intrusions include the
fertilizer plant, grain elevator, and housing. The view west from
Photo Plot 5 is more natural and defined by the forest edge along Cub
Creek. |

Photo Plot 6, the Freeman 'School, receives lower ratings because
of short views and the overwhelming dominance of manmade forms such as

Highway 4, the fence enclosure,"*-apd row crops. Of all the photo plots,
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.

Figure 11. View south from photo plot 1 looking across the east edge
. of Quadrat 4 of the lowland prairie. Note the effect of
the April, 1983 prescribed burn on the woody species.
This June photograph shows excellent recovery by the
prairie species. Note the intrusion of trees near the
old Agnes Suiter Freeman cabin site and the strong linear
feature of the hedgerow. Also notice the small
depression in the middle which is wetter and contains
different species (Photo in June, 1983 byn R. K. Sutton).
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View south, southeast from photo plot 4 across Quadrats 7,
14, and 15. ©Note the strong linear feature of the
hedgerow, natural round forms of the shrub communities,
and urdisturbed views in the distance (Photo in June, 1983
by R. K. Sutton).



Figure 13. View north, northwest frem photo plots across Quadrats 14,
1, 4, 7, and 8 toward photo plot 4. Note the visual
intrusion of the industrial development and housing, and
the strong linear feature provided by the old State

Highway right-of-way. Compare this. feature with Figure 6
(Photo in June, 1983 by R. K. Sutton).

54
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this one has the strongest tie to cultural history. Therefore, rating
it as to "naturalness" becomes somewhat arbitrary.

In summary, visual quality ratings are subjective evaluations of
what visitors may see. What one sees in a visit to Homestead National
Monument of America is strongly influenced by off-site visual context.
These evaluations were taken into consideration along with other

factors in prescribing an overall vegetation management plan.
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GENERAL REVIEW OF

MANAGEMENT OPTIONS
Seeding

Artificial seeding has been used to reestablish grasslands for
many years (Forsling and Dayton 1931). In most cases, the purpose has
been to produce high yielding and high quali’ty forage for domestic
livestock (Bleak and Hull 1958, Eckert and Evans 1967, Dowling et al.
1971, Laycock 1982). Establishment of prairie species for aesthetic or
other purposes has been a more recent objective of _seediné (Schramm

1976). Although, reestablishment of prairie species at Homestead
National Monument of America datc?s back to the 1930s, and it has been

acdanplished by both seeding and sodding.

Seedbed Preparation

The objective of seedbed preparation is to provide an environment

which enhances seedling emergence and establishment. Good seed to soil

contact, control of competing vegetation, and conservation of soil
moisture must be accomplished. The probability of stand failure
increases if any one of these considerations are neglected.

Where soil erodibility, due either to wind or water, is a major
concern, clean tilled seedbeds are not recommended (Barnes et al.
1952). However, on flat topography in eastern Nebraska, erosion is not
a serious problem.

Loose, soft seedbeds are undesirable because of difficulty in seed
placement and poor moisture holding capacity (Vallentine 1971). Use of

cultipacker equipment before planting has been shown to increase
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seedling numbers (McGinnies 1962).

Seedbeds must be free from weeds (Sumner and Love 1961, Herbel et
al. 1973). Seeding failures have commonly been attributed to
competition from weeds (Plummer et al. 1955). In one experiment,
seedlings emerged from both prepared and unprepared seedbeds. But, all

of the plants seeded in un prepared seedbeds died (Hull 1963). When
reseeding weedy pastures with warm season grasses in eastern Nebraska,
plowing was a better seedbed preparation than di.scing (Cox and Mccarty
1958). In the same study, two and one-~half times as many seedlings
established where weeds were controlled as compared to plots receiving
no control measures.

Herbicides have been used successfully fqr control of competing
species in sod seedings infeasterni Nebraska (Samson and Moser 1982).
However, herbicides may limit the speci';as that can be seeded in an
area, and the cost can be high.

A stubble mulch method recommended by the Soil Conservat.ioﬁ
Service plants sorghum the year prior to when the grasses will be
seeded. The sorghum is planted late enough to allow no seed
production, or if seed heads are formed the grain is harvested. Forage
sorghum could also be planté/d, ‘but it must be harvested leaving a

stubble of 18 to 24 inches. The following spring the prairie species

are drilled directly into the stubble.

Time of Planting

Time of planting is critical for germination. Seed should be
planted when temperature conditions are adequate for germination, soil

is moist to a depth of 24 inches; and just before a period with a high
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.pzfqbability of prolonged precipitation and optimal growing temperatures
(E:Lxlts 1944, Stewart 1949)). The proper time of seeding warm season
prairie species in eastern Nebraska is during the month of May.
Delaying until late May will allow weedy species to germinate and be
controlled by tillage. The probability of adequate precipitation
decreases if planting is delayed until June.

A second potential seeding period is during the dormant season

- from late fall through winter. The advantage of seeding during this

period is related to seed dormancy. Some prairie species require over
wintering to break dormancy. Therefore, planting in the fall will
furnish the required conditions to enable the seeds to cjerminat'e
normally in the spring. The léréest p‘roblem associated with this
planting period is weed competition. This method does not allow for

spring tillage to eliminate the flush of winter' and spring annuals.

Seeding Mixtures and Rates

The prime objective of prairie restoration is to create plant

communities similar to those in the original climax vegetation.

Thexlefore, extreme care must be exercised in designing seeding
mi:‘}‘ctures. It is not only necessary to know the balance of species
required, but it is also necessary to know which species are easy to
establish and which are difficult to establish. For example,
switchgrass is one of the main components of a prairie. But, a very
small amount of switchgrass seed should be included in a mixture,
because it readily establishes. It is generally best to plant larger
portions of the more difficult to establish plants and smaller portions

of the easy to establish plants. Over. time, properly balance prairie
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communities will evolve.

Seeds may either be purchased from commercial dealers (Appendix I1II)
or harvested from native stands. Commercial seeds are relatively
inexpensive and generally do not have a dormancy problem. Most
commercial grass seeds have been selected or bred to produce high
forage yields far domestic livestock. In most instances, these plants
will be uniform in height and appearance. This may not be desirable.
Harvested seeds may contain more natural variation than commeigial
products, and genetic resources can be conserved through use of locally
collected seed. Most species of grasses are commercially available.
Few forbs are commercially produced. A number of forbs from wild
harvest are available, but the species are limited and géﬁerally

A

expensive.

Seeding Methods

Broadcasting seed is the least expensive method of seeding, but

broadcast seed must be covered either artificially or naturally to
result in a successful stand (Stewart 1949, Killough 1950).
Artificially mulching with dead plant materials (Moldenhauver 1959) or
asphalt emulsion (Bement et al. .1961),‘ harrowing (During and Cullen
1962), cultipacking (Watkin and Winch 1974), and running livestock over
the land (Forsling and Dayton 1931, Watkin and Winch 1974, Laycock
1982) were several methods that have been used to cover seed after
broadcasting.

Drilling is the most successful and widely used methods '.of
planting prairie seeds (Hyder et al. 1955, Eckert and Evans 1967,

Nelson et al. 1970). Drills with packer wheels are designed to assure
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a good seed to soil contact. Grass drills are also specially designed
.
to handle fluffy seeds and to place seeds at the proper depth. Grain

drills should not be used to plant prairie species.

Mulches

Mulches have been used to conserve soil moisture, reduce erosion,
and to reduce weed competition. Some research has shown that mulch is
es;pecially beneficial to germination and establishment in low moisture
areas (Anderson }955, Army and Hudspeth 1959). The stubble muich
methoa as remméﬁed by the Soil Conservation Service is congnmly used
in the Great Plains (Oldfather 1984). Mulches were generally
unsuccessful in counteracting the effects of climate on seedings that
failed due to erratic precipitation patterns (Launchﬁaugh 1966).
Ceftain types and high rates of mulches have inhibited establishment by
forming a physical barrier to emerging seedlings (Stubbendieck and
McCully 1972). Costs of adding mulches to the soil surface after

planting may be prohibitive.

Irrigation

Success or failure of seedings in the Great Plains has been

directly attributed to variability of timing and quantity of
precipitation (Hyder et al. 1955, Army and Hudspeth 1959). Irrigation
can assure establishment if natural rainfall fails. Irrigation should
not be necessary if the seedbed is ‘moist at time of seeding and
rainfall is near normal. Irrigation has been shown to also increase

weedy species.
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Post Emergence Management

Weed control will be the major post emergence mémagement problem.
Herbicides are available to control broadleaf weeds, but they cannot be
used if forbs are included in the seeding mixture. _Movying is probably
the best management tool for a new seeding. Weedy species will

generally grow more rapidly than the seeded species. Therefore, mowing
height should be set just above the height of the desirable seedlings.

Three or four mowings may be necessary during the first growing seéébn.

One or two mowings may be required during the second growing season.
Forb Enrichment

Forbs are an important constituent of a prairie ,ecosystem~ because
they contribute to aesthe:tic enhéncement, aid in soil and water
conservation, and provide a rich source-'::f food cover, and nesting
material for wildlife. Leguminous forbs, through the process-of
nitrogen fixation, promote the growth of all plants by increasing soil
fertility.

Unfortunately, many native areas (due to improper cultural
practices) and areas seeded to native vegetation lack the full range of
plant species which should be:”fé‘und in a prairie ecosystem. Native
grasses are the predominant vegetation in these areas, especially in
seeded areas where forbs were not included at the. time of seeding or
failed to establish successfully with the grasses. This failure to
establish may have been due to poor germination, -inability to compete

with grasses, and/or improper cultural practices.
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Seed Selection and Acguisition

¥ i species within prairie remnants near the area to be restored
sh”o-uld be identified before the restoration process begins. Research
into the historical épecies distribution of the area should be
conducted.

Restoration implies reconstructing the original vegetation, and
all attempts should be made to utilize local ecological races or
ecétypes. It has been well-documented that ecotypes differ in a
variety of ways mcludlng adaptive abilities, time of flowering, growth
responses, and physical characteristics. Generally, seed‘should be
collected within 100 miles of the area to be restored and from similar
habitats. Species should be identified and marked when in bloom so

that the plants can be located when the seeds have ripened.

Seed Storage _
Seeds should be placed 1n unheated, dry storage and protected from
insects and rodents. Native prairie seeds often need a cold, wet
treatment in order to break dormancy and produce adequate germination
during the first year. The moist chilling treatment may be
accomplished by placing seeds into moist sand, peat moss, or
vermiculite or by rolling them into a mgist paper towel. The seeds and
medium are then stored at temperatures between 32° and 41° for one to
four months. Germination of about 75% of prairie forbs may be improved
by such moist chilling. Seeds of about 50% of the prairie forbs can be
treated with cold and no moisture. This eliminates the danger of

premature germination. A few prairie seeds break dormancy when exposed

to light, and these seeds will germi_pate best when planted near the
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surface of the soil. Seeds of about 15% of the species are not

affected by moisture or chilling, and some are harmed by the process.
A prairie propagation handbook such as the one by Rock (1977) should be
consulted for the proper treatmeht for different species. However,
there are many species for which no documented handling and treatments

have been published.
Legqume seeds, like those of the.genus Baptisia, may need

scarification as well as moist chilling. Scarification is a mechanical
or acid treatment which modifies the hard seed coat to allow water and
gas penetration (Hartman and Kester 1975). Scar:.flcatlon of small lots
of seed can be échieved by rubbing the seeds with sandpaper or by
cutting the seed coat with a file or razor blade. Seeds can also be
soaked in concentrated sulfﬁric acid for one to two hours, depending on
the species, and then rinsed in water for at least ten minutes.

Legume seeds should be inoculated with Rhizobium sp. bacteria
just prior to planting. - The inoculum may be species specific.
Therefore, care must be exercised to obtain the proper inoculum from

seed companies.

Forb Introduction

Forbs can be introduced into area by several methods:

1. Direct seeding. Areas must be disturbed to reduce competition from

grasses and allow forb seedling establishment. One method utilizes a
garden roto-tiller to create 12 ir;ch circular disturbances, about 6 to
8 inches deep, scattered throughout the restoration area. Since a fifm
seedbed is required for seedling establishment, it is necessary to till

the area two to three weeks in advance of seeding.



64

At the time of seeding, each tilled area should be shallowly hoed,:

.

and several seeds of one species planted per tilled area. The number
of seeds per area will depend upon the germination percentage. Seed
lots with lower germination rates will need to be seeded at heavier
rates. Seeds should be covered with about 1/8 to 1/4 inch of soil.
The soil should be firmed over the seeds. Disturbed areas that are
seeded in the fall should be covered to 1/2 inch with prairie hay,
chopped alfalfa, or some other form of mulch to prevent disturbance of
the seed. 1In a dry spring, it would be advisable to irrigate these
seeded areas to assure adequate moisture for seedling emetrgence and
establ ishment.

Just as with germination p;oéedures, appropriate seedirng dates
vary with forb speciesf Past re.search ind—icates that seeding during
the period of October to Novémber or in Apr-:.jll usually results in

greatest germination. Spéi:ies show‘ing the best performance from fall

seeding included blacksamson echinacea (Echinacea anqustifolia), shell-

leaf penstemon (Penstemon grandiflorus), and butterfly milkweed

(Asclepias tuberosa). Species displaying the best percentages for

early spring seeding included Pitchers -sage (Salvia pitcherii), purple

prairieclover (Petalostemum purpureum), scaly gayfeather (Liatris

glabrata), grayhead prairieconeflower (Ratibida pinnata), and small

soapweed (Yucca glauca). Species that display equal emergence

percentages for both spring and fall seeding include dotted .gayfeather

(Liatris punctata), thickspike gayfeather (Liatris pycnostachya), and

Maximilian sunflower (Helianthus maximiliani) (Salac et al. 1982,

Traeger 1982). However, this represents only a small percentage of
S

total forb species found in a native prairie. Therefore, both spring
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and fall seeding is recommended for species with unestablished seeding
dates.

One strategy for a spring seeding is to moist chill and/or scarify
a percentage of the seeds before spring plantlng This treatment would
replace the cold treatment normally given to the seeds through the
winter months.

2. Transplanting. Transplanting involves setting out seedlings of

various forb species into holes cut in existing sod. The disturbed
areas should be large enough to reduce competit-ion from surrounding
vegetation until the seedlings become established. Disturbing a 12
inch circular area is also recommended far the transplant method. - The
transplant should be planted in the center of this, disturbéd area,
mulched, and watered. It :is adviéable to flag the plant for future
reference.

Several methods can be employed to produce forbs to be utilized as
transplants:

Method 1. Seeds of the forb species should be started in the
greenhouse in flats of vermiculite in July and August. When the first
true leaves appear, the seedl_ings should be transplanted into 4-inch
pots or 10-cm super cell tubes. .'I"t"ne seedlings; should be grown at 70°
greenhouse temperature and fertilized weekly with a general fertilizer
such as 20-20-20 at 100 ppm. In October, fertilizing should be
discontinued and the temperature of the greenhouse dropped to 45° 1In
November, the plants should be moved outside for overwintering 1na
coldframe or should bé covered with an insulating sheet. The plants
should be uncovered in March or. garly April and transplantt;.d into the

field in late April or in early May. This procedure may allow most of
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the plants to bloom during the first growing season. But( the extra
“c_.;féenhouse time and disturbance of the root system may outweigh the
blooming advantage.

Method 2. Seeds of the forbs should be started in the greenhouse
in January in flats of vermiculite and grown at a éreenhouse
temperature of 70° When the first true leaved appear, the seedlings
should be transplanted into either 4-inch pots or 10-cm super cell
tubed in a commercial potting mixture or a l:1:1 potting mixture of
vermiculite, peat moss, -and soil. The seedlings shomild be fertilized
in a weekly basis with an all purpose fertilizer such as 20-20-20 at
10_9 ppm. Seedlings should be hardened off at the end of April by
discontinuing fertilization, reduciné greenhouse temperatures to 60 to
655, and reducing watering. The ‘seedlinds can then be placed out into
the disturbed areas at the begining of May, following danger of frost.

By utilizing this. method, fall blooming species may bloom the first

season, and spring blooming species will bloom the following growing

season.

In either case, once the seedlings are placed in the soil there is
the chance of considerable mortality from deer, rodents, or insects
which are attracted to the disturbed Site. Drought conditions caused
by moisture competition from surrounding vegetation may also cause
losses. For successful establishment, it may be necessary to provide
appropriate protection and to supply water to the seedlings for séveral
weeks until establishment is assured.

Method 3. Physically transplanting pieces of native prairie sod for
restoration and erosion control was one._of the first strategies

-

employed by HNMA. This is still a viable alternative if several
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conditions are met: 1) locating and securing access to a sod source, 2)

quality and composition of the sod source, 3) similar habitat, and 4)
sod can be removed with a maximum thickness. Because many prairie
plants with a mid- to late summer phenology also have c\axtensively deep
root systems, sodding will favor early spring plants with shallower
roots. Another sodding strategy would employ the use of a 44 or 66
inch tree spade to transplant large "plugs" of native prairie with less
shock to deeply rooted species. The most favorable time would be early
spring or late fall. ) |

Method 4. Interseeding can be used to restore areas that may be
defficient not only in diversity but also in plant numbers.
Interseeding should be performed after burning or mowing and raking
eliminate most litter and s:canding éead_ plant matter. The soil should
be pulverized to 'form a shallow seedbed "iaetween existing plants by
harrowing. If the area is small enough, ‘a mixture 'of forb seeds (or‘{,jff
deficient in plant numbers, forb and grass seeds) cah be hand
broadcast, incorporated with a rake or harrow, and the seedbed firmed
with a large lawn roller. If the area is too large for hand
broadcasting, a grass drill can be used. The érass drill may have. a
standard double-disk opener w1th depth bands, or it may have openers
run by the tractor’s PTO (such as the John Deere Powr-Til Drill).
Interseeding results in less control of survival and species
composition since it does no't generally reduce competition from
existing plants. Although the John Deere Powr-Til Drill has
attachments for applying strips of herbicides over the seeded row. In

cases where the total prairie plant numbers may be low, interseeding

=

" may successfully establish competit_ive plants such as grasses and
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legqumes, but it may have less desirable results for most of the
o

competition sensitive forbs.

Problem Species

Certain forbs can be classified as weedy invaders and should be

" avoided in restorations. Maximilian sunflower (Helianthus maximiliani)

is one such species. A number of the members of the genus Helianthus
ha-ve been shown to be allelopathic which ehables them to reduce
competition and spread rapidly by rhizomes. Many of the goldenrods
(Solidago spp.) can also became invasive and persist in relati.vely. high
densities in restored prairies even when regularly burned. ‘

Grazing

Prairie vegetatioﬁ- evolved under use by grazing animals. Pfairies
weré regularly grazed by larée mimbers of animals for relatively short
periods of time. Many plant adaptations to fire are also adaptations
to grazing. Grazing animals were also important as steps in mineral
cycling. |

Grazing animals are selective for the plant speéies and plant
paJ;ts they consume (Stubbendieck and Waller 1983). Therefore, small
numbers of animals will consume the most palatable plants first. These
are commonly the legumes. Continued grazing will tend to eliminate
these plants. Animals will also tend to graze the regrowth of plants
previously grazed while ignoring ungrazed plants of the same species.
This causes spot grazing, which is a combination of overgrazed and
undergrazed areas.

The only way to use grazing 1n a natural manner is to place
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extremely large numbers of animals on the area for a period of one to
three weeks during a given year. If done correctly, it could be a
valuable management tool. But, it would be a difficult system to

manage at HNMA.
Mowing and Haying

Without use, standing dead plant material and litter accumulate in
a prairie ecosystem. Mowing will eliminate the standing material and
the rate of decomposition of litter will mcrease because particle size
will be smaller. However, accelerated decomposition will still be too
slow to avoid accumulation. Litter decreases soil temperature and
allows undesirable cool season épecies to increase.

Removal of plant material throigh haying is one way to prevent the
build up of organic matter. Higher spring'f'-:soil temperatures have been
recorded on mowed areas which stimulated early growth of warm season
grasses (Rice 1978). Some of the better examples of tallgrass prairie
have been preserved in hay meadows that have been mowed for nearly a
century. Most prairie species can withstand annual mowing if the
mowing date is in mid to late July. This, however, -can select against

plants which display late summer growth and development.
Mechanical Weed Control

Mowing can also be used as a management tool to decrease
undesirable woody species on the prairie, because mowing removes the
meristematic tissue located at the tips of the branches. Mowing some
weedy herbaceocus species duri_ng. critical periods in their life cycles

may be an effective control measure. Mowing may maintain species such
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as smooth bromegrass at present levels while preventing continued
..
sﬁreading into the prairie.

Handcutting of scattered, nonroot-sprouting plants can be an
excellent selective mechanical control measure. Certain trees,

thistles, and other broadleaf plants can be controlled in this fashion.

Mechanical control of grasses is, however, seldom feasible.

Biological Weed Control

Some species are effectively controlled with biological agents.
While grazing can be considered as a biological contrel method,
insects and pathogens have been used as controls. Only limited success
has been obtained concerning biological control of any of the weédy
species recorded as being present: at the I‘-Iomestead National Monument of
America. The most notable example is an inseé;: larvae that feeds on

flowers of musk thistle and prevents .formation of viable seeds.

Chemical Control of Weeds

Numerous, safe, and effective herbicides are available in today’s
market. All have been thoroughly tested and pose no problems if the
label directions are followed.

The main problem with the use of herbicides on prairies is that
the prairie vegetation is composed of a combination of many species of
grasses and forbs. Herbicides have generally been developed for use in
monocultures. Therefore, certain desirable planté will be controlled
along with the target species.

Herbicides could be used to control the woody plant invasion if

>

other methods are not successful. Uses qf herbicides for special,
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localized problem species may be warranted (Appendix III).
Prescribed Burming

Natural fires, caused chiefly by lightning, have always been an
important ecological factor of the prairie (Komarek 1966). Expansive
prairies were conducive to the free spréad of repeated fires, and,
therefore, fire was an important selective force in the development of
grassland species (Clements 1920, Vogl 1974). With the increasing
population and activities of primitive man, the i%requency of grassland
fires greatly increased (Sauer 1944, Stewart 1951).. According to
Vallentine.-(1971), burning is the oldest known practice used by man to
manipulate life (both flora and fauna) on prairies. _ -

With these intermittent fires, grasslands evolved which could be
readily and repeatedly burned {(Mutch ','.':1970)-.. Fire served as a
decomposition agent and a key nutrient recycler as it removed dead
plant tops that otherwise would accumulate to rather substantial depths -
(Sauer 1944, Vogl 1974). It also played a major role in maintaining
various communities against significant invasion of shrubs and trees
{Houston 1957). Considering these factors, grassland ecologists
consider fires to be a natu'rai ‘and integral part of most prairie
environments (Hanson 1939, Aikman 1955, vCostello 1969). Therefore,
distribution of most prairie plants has been influenced by fire
(Scifres 1980).

Haphazard or accidental fires are often harmful and destructive.
Wildfires generally occur when fuel accumulations are dry, relative
humidities are low, and wind velocities are high. These fires

-

generally consume nearly all top-gmwth and may damage growing plants
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_t(Launchbaugh 1972). Untimely fires can be destructive and cause
u;’léiesirable shifts in species composition. Plant succession can be set
back (Jackson 1965).

Prescribed burning, which involves controlled fire with
consideration of vegetation and weather conditions, maximizes the
benefits of a grassland fire. Objectives of present-day prescribed
burns on prairie not grazed by domestic livestcck may include: control
of undesirable plants, removal of litter, improvemer}t of aesthetics,
stimulate desirable plants, control insects and diseases, and/or
improve wildlife habitat. The degree to which these objectives may be
attainable is dependent upon the environmental factors and t.he
influence of burning on these fgctbrs and the plant species (0ld 1969,
Bailey 1978, Launchbaugh and Owe.lllsby 197&;, Wright 1978).

Burning affects sﬁi 1s in several ways. At the time of the burn,
the surface soil temperature will briefly increase but the high
temperature of the fire will not directly affect the subsurface soil

temperatures (Ahlgren and Ahlgren 1950). However, with the removal of

the litter by fire, the ground losses most of its insulating layer.
Thus, the soil is not shaded. Hensel (1923) showed that both maximum
and minimum soil temperatures averac;ed 2 C higher for the season on
burned areas. Other early research furnished similar results (Steiger
1930, Aldous 1934). This temperature increase is generally proposed to
be the major cause for the appearance of grass shoots on fresh burn
from one to three weeks earlier in the growing season.

Aldous (1934) pointed out that the upper meter of soil of burned
bluestem prairie was drier than th;it.of adjacent unburned prairie.

Most research has clearly shown that"soil. moisture at all depths is
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appreciably reduced (Anderson 1965). Removal of litter on burned areas
caused a decreased infiltration rate and increased runoff and
evaporation rates. These phenomena are least important with late-
spring (May 1) fires, especially when followed by rainfall and rapid
growth of prairie plants. Early-spring (March 20) fires left the soil
surface unprotected from loss by runoff, evaporation, and surface
erosion for a substantial period before new growth began (Andereon
1965, Anderson et al. 1970).

Sharrow and Wright (1977) determined thar the increase in soil
temperature in burned prairie increased nitrate produetion by soil -
microbes. At optimum soil temperatures, nitrate ions were rapidly
produced by bacteria and rapicily used by vigorously growing- prairie
plants. '

Soil organic matter was not altered”gy annual prescribed burning
(Launchbaugh and Owensby 1978). The main source of soil organic matter
was roots. Mulch contributed little to so0il organic matter.
Therefore, removal of much of the mulch layer by fire had little effect
on soil organic matter levels. In addition, burning caused some minor
fluctuations in soil pH and the availability of phosphorus, calcium,
and magnesium. |

The effects of burning prairie varies according to species,
location, condition of the vegetation, season of burning, stage of
growth, and many'other'characteristics of the prairie as well as the
character of the burn. Botanical composition serves as an indicator
concerning long~term effects of management systems on vegetation. The
date of burning in relation to growth cycle of a given species largely

. *
determines the extent the species increases or decreases under burning
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.(t_l;'eatment. Those species actively growing when the prairie is burned
aL:é much more susceptible to injury and death than are dormant species
or those just starting to grow (Anderson et al. 1970).

Two of the main reasons for using fire as a managément tool on
prairies are to reduce competition from cool season plants and to
suppress encroachment of trees and shrubs. Kentucky bluegrass
decreased 80% or more following a spring burn (Hensel 1923, Ehrenreich
1959, 014 1969, Launchbaugh and Owensby 1978). Similarly, Japanese

brome and smooth brome-grass were damaged by properly timed burns

(McMurphy and Anderson 1965, 01d 1969). Late spring burnihg reduced ~—

most forbs, although the composition of grasses changed relati'{rgiy-
little (McMurphy and Anderson 1965, Launchbaugh and Owensby 1978).

Woody plants may invade a protected prairie, but late-spring burning

can effectively contrbl most small woody planté (Penfound 1964, vogl

1967).
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GENERAL, RECOMMENDATTONS

Based on a 'thorough review of objectives and goals for HNMA, the
existing site, past practices, and specific managernen£ techniques; it
1s recommended that:

1. All future management activities be documented. It is suggested
that a form (Appendix IV), or some variation of it, be filed with"this
document (Vegetation Survey and Management Recommendations for HNMA) as
an ongoing record of management activities and natural events..  This
information must be routinely documented in space (on maps) and in time
(date, year).

2. The National Park Service solicit management proposals for the
restoration and management of the woodland areas within HNMA.

3. The National Park Service prepare a masterplan or solicit proposals
for a masterplan to address design issues such as: A) all manmade ‘and
natural features be identified, B) priorities be assigned to them on
their interpretive value, C) conflicts among outside features and
between off-site features be analyzed and assigned priorities based on
their interpretive value, D) identify new interpretive displays (e.q.
hedgerow), E) a landscape plan be produced and iﬁtegrated with the long-
term management goals of adjacent and visually important property, F)
the landscape plan is integrated with the vegetation management plan,
G) future scenic easements or acquisitions are identified, H) Naticnal

Park Service personnel meet with and exchange concerns with the Gage

County Commissioners and county planners regarding detrimental changes

in surrounding land use. These issues are beyond the scope of a
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vegetation analysis and management plan.
(A
4. All botanical and common names conform to those in the publication

Common and Scientific Names of Nebraska, Native and Introduced,

Publication Number 101 of the Nebraska Statewide Arboretum (Appendix
V). |

5. HNMA actively participate in the soil and water conservation
efforts of the lLower Big Blue Natural Resources District, specifically
taking interest in flood control measures upstream on Cub Creek and
its tributaries. ‘

6. HNMA serve as a clearing house and éossible repository for the
threatened local gene pool represépted in a few remnants of local
prairie flora. The work by Kathy Patrick could be considered to be t-:he
start of this activity. HNMA has the-oppbrtunity to preserve not only
the cultural but also the threatened natural héritage present in the
local prairie plant gene pool.

7. HNMA develop close ties with scientists involved in prairie

management and restoration by promoting the HNMA prairie as a site for

study and research on prairie restoration.

8. ..The management plan should be updated at the minimum of every ten
years by closely reviewing the foll&irfg points: A) review and revision
of the goals and objectives statement, B) analysis of trends in
vegetative composition in the two to three year cycle of sampling, C)
review of herbicide use, D) review of other management techniques and
their effectiveness, E) review of natural events such as floods and
wildfires, F) produce a S-year work plan with labor and materials
bﬁdget, G) analyze outside advice and_.opinions, regarding management and

*

restoration in the context of the management goals and objectives, and
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H) train a HNMA technician 1n the use of specific sampling technique
(e.g. modified step-point method) for species composition and
identification of prairie plants.
9. Develop and interpretative display focusing on the early
restoration efforts in the establishment of HNMA. The nearly S0 years

that have passed since the beginning of restoration provides an

interesting story of the relationships of man and land.

AREAS OF CRITICAL CONCERN

Critical areas of concern (locations are given in Figure 9, page
17) are simply special problem areas identified by either HNMA
personnel m their goals and objectj:ves or through site investigations

by the researchers.

s/l. Disturbed Lowland Prairie. Generally, the low-lying areas below

contour 1270 are the most disturbed portions of the HNMA s:Lte.
Original seeding mixtures were primarily of upland species. 1In
addition, continual disturbance by flooding has promoted an unstable,
undesirable, and visually displeasing area. However, some portions of
the lowlands are more disturl:;éd than are others. The southwest one-
half of Quadrat 1, the northwest one-half of Quadrat 4, and the
northeast one—quarter of Quadrat 3 are the most visible and most

disturbed.

2. State Highway 4 Right-of-way. The State Highway 4 right-'o'f—w‘ﬁaz'y

creates several problems for HNMA. Because of the current Nebraska
Department of Roads policies, the area is not mowed, and eastern

redcedars over 6 inches in diameter are not removed. 1It, thus, serves
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as a seed source for undesirable species, such as smooth bromegrass and
‘téaStern redcedar. While the triangular area is not a legal part of
HNMA, the perceived visual boundary actually occurs at the edge of the
road. This triangular area also has the potential of serving as a
screen or buffer from the intrusive residential developmeflt located
north of State Highway 4. Congress should authorize purchase of the
triangle, or a joint management plan should be worked out between HNMA
and the State Department of Roads.

3. 0ld State Highway 4 Right-of-way. The old right-of--way follows the

alignment of the historical St. Joseph to Fort Kearn)./' Stage Road.
However, in building the road to automobile requirements, the contour
was changed. Trees and shrubs invaded the right-of-way. The old road
is now part of the HNMA trail system. Because of the affinity of woody
species for the fill next to the old road, a strdngly linear, unnatural
form is evident in the midst of the restored prairie. Because of the
view of visitors arriving from the east on Highway 4, this lir-xear form

unfortunately becomes a focal point for the traveling public (see

Figure 3). Selective thinning and management of the shrubs should be
initiated to naturalize this feature.

4. Osage-orange Hedgerow. In the “interest of interpreting the

cultural and ecological importance of the osage-orange hedgerow at
HNMA, it is suggested that ane section of at least 100 yards in length
be maintained with the traditional pl_ashing, pruning, and braiding as
done by the homesteaders. All ofher woody species should be removed
from this maintained section. lieferences for the upkeep and
interpretation of the hedgerow are listed in_the bibliography (Overman

1858, Warden 1865, Powell 1900, Winberry 1979, and Smith and Perino
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1981). A large portion of the hedgerow should receive little or no

management attention to allow it to approximate the majority of old
hedgercws as they are seen today.

An additional loop trail heading from the Freeman graves to near
the intersection of Quadrats 15 and 16 at the south property line would
allow visitors a better view of the upland prairie flora and the
proposed interpretative feature at the osage-orange hedge. The trail
could then loop northwest to the Agnes Suiter Freeman cabin site,
passing the stabilized gqullies, and move throm-lgh one or more woody

thickets.

5. Offsite Erosion. Conservation structures and erosion control

practices should be reviewed with the local Natural Resources District

personnel and the propertj} owner to the south. ' The owner should be

strongly encouraged to keep erosion from damaging the resources at
HNMA.

6. Upland Gully Erosion. The cutting process in the formerly" active,

eroding qullies in Quadrats 14 and 15 (see Figures 4 and 5) has been
slowed. However, they are sensitive to runoff because of the coarse
texture of the soil. Baled prairie hay dams, as currently employed,
can slow the water and impoﬁnd silt. These should be checked each
spring and fall and replaced as needed. As time and budget allow,
these areas should be sodded with upland prairie sod. Sodding should
begin at the highest elevation and be thoroughly established before
additional sod is added down the slope. Before sodding, it may bea
useful alternative to incorporate a flexible plastic pipe drain in the
bottom of the gully and a check dam and inlet at the south property

line. Size of the pipe would debe.nd on the greatest projected volume
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of runoff. This proceaure would eliminate the surface cutting action
[N
of runoff, but it would be expensive.

7. Tree Intrusion. Trees were not naturally found in prairies in this

area, except 1n association with streams. Those trees that were
planted by Freeman and his descendents, however, are in direct conflict
with the objective of prairie restoration. While trees provide shade

to the visitor and the largest one in the area of the Agnes Suiter
Freeman cabin site may have historical significance (see Figures 1, 6,
and 11), they are detrimental to the growth of prairivé plants and to
the visual concept of prairie space. All trees except, perhaps, the
largest one-half dozen should be removed. Upon the natural death of
the large trees, they should not be replaced. It will also be
necessary to monitor the area around the frees to locate all seedlings

for removal.

- 8. Weeds in the Lowland Prairie. While area 8 (Figure 9) contains the

largest population of perennial natives which display a weedy nature,
the weedy problem can be found throughout the lowland.. Also included
as problem species are exotic species such as musk thistle, common
mullein, and smooth bromegrass. Until the lowland prairie and other
areas of disturbance, such as the pi;oneér crops area, are restored and
stabilized, weeds will be a reoccurring problem. Native species with
weedy characteristics are less of a problem than are the exotic
species. Patrol and monitoring of the .weed situation should continue
as a routine management activity. Manual mechanical methods or spot
use of herbicides should be employed. Generally, extensive use of

herbicides is not recommended.



2

81

9. Pioneer Crops Area. As an interpretative feature, the pioneer

Crops area serves a useful purpose. Its location and configuration,
however, do not reenforce its mission. It now serves as a weed source
and a visual intrusion in the prairie. It is recommended that it be
relocated west of Cub Creek in conjunction w\ith the other

interpretative displays. As an alternmative, it could be located in the

general area of the existing native plant garden. Like the native
plant garden, the crops area must be carefully integrated into the
landscape so as to not dominate the visitors® first view of the
restored prairie. It must be managed carefully so that it does not
become a weed source.

10. Woodland. Critical area .10 is located south of State Highway 4
and adjacent to Cub Creek.” The wdodland was vefy nearly completely
degraded when the area was obtained by the NPS. .Only a few large trees
remained. It had been heavily overgrazed for about 60 years. An
accurate record of the locations of the original margins between -the
woodland and the shrubland and between the shrubland and the prairie
does not exist.

While it is beyond the purview of this management plan to address
the woodlands at HNMA, it 1s recommended that a contract be let for
woodland studies. It should be surveyed and evaluated much in the same
manner as were the prairies. It may even be desirable to convert most
of Quadrat 1 to a combination of woodland and shrubland. With only a
cursory investigation, it appears that the species diversity in the
woodland is very poor. However, since the canopy is now closed, the

introduction of many woodland forbs and. understory plants is possible.

*
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11. Woodland North of State Highway 4. This area is similar to
..
Critical Area 10. Because of its relative distance from other portions

of HNMA and its small size, it could serve as the initial woodland
restoration area.

: /"12. Freeman School Prairie Remnant. The Freeman School uplar;d prairie

is significant because it represents the only unplowed, non-restored
prairie on the HNMA site. It is highly visible to passing travelers.
It has severe management problems because of its small size and

- encroachment of smooth bromegrass into its edges. Areas of recent

excavation around the school building will require revegetation.
Specific restoration strategies are noted under the section entitled

“Intensive Prairie Restoration." |
13.. shrub Edge. The prairie/shrub and shrub/woodland edgé represents
one of the most diverse and visually interesting portions of HNMA.
e Appropriate sites should be selected and managed for the interpretation
of this important ecological zone. These edges or ecotones are dynamic

and can be a difficult feature to manage (see Figure 14). The edges

could be maintained by prescribed burning. Selection of the location
of the edge is problematical because there is no accurate record of the
original edge. Shrubs to include 1n suéh an ecotone are:

Rough dogwood (Cornus drumondii)

American hazelnut (Corylus americana)

Common pricklyash (Zanthoxylum americanum)

Thicket serviceberry (Amelanchier canadensis).

American elderberry {Sambucus canadensis)

American plum (Prunus americana)

Common chokecherry (Prunus virginiana)
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If a woodland and shrub screen 1s deemed necessary along the State
..
Highway 4 right-of-way, the above woody species should be used.

14. Shrub Intrusion into the Prairie. Thickets of American plum,

smooth sumac, and gray dogwood can be found throughout the prairie (see
Figures 11 and 12). Recer‘ltr prescribed burns have reduced some of the
thickets. As well, mechanical shredding also helps limit their spread.
Many species of shrubs spread by underground suckers, and burning will
probably control the top growth. It may be impossible‘ to get complete
top control by burning because dense thickets do not allow accumulation
of fine fuel. Therefore, removal of these thickets or even tontrol of
their size may require the use of shredding or herbicides to reduce the
top growth for one year. Prescribed bufning should then control ﬁhe
new shoots. ' ‘

Shrubs are a small, but integral, part of ;rairie vegetation. A
few selected thickets should be allowed to remain to provide shade,

wildlife habitat, botanical diversity, and visual diversity. It will

be important to keep the thickets small and manageable. The number and
configuration of thickets should be carefully determined.

These critical areas can be fux_'ther understood from the following
priorities generated by applying the. éoilowing criteria: 1) rating the
speed or severity of resource degradation, 2) feasibility of
restoration in time and money, and 3) impact of the critical area on
the aesthetic quality of the visitors” experiences. For each of the
identified critical areas of concern, a rating total was tabulated and

a priority proposed (Table 12).
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Table 12. Priority rating matrix ror the critical areas of concern
(see page 86 for an explanation of the column ratings).

criteria speed or
severity of feasibility existing
resource of aesthetic- Total Priority

area degradation restoration impact
1. Lowland

Prairie 37 1 3 7 3
2. Highway 4

R-O-W 2 2 .3 7 2
3. 0ld Highway

4 R-O-W 1 2 2 ) 5 9
4. Osage-orange ‘

Hedgerow 1 : 2 2 5 . 10
5. Offsite )

Erosion 2 "2 1 5 11
6. Upland Gully '

Erosion 1 3 1 5 12
7. Tree

Intrusion 1 3 2 6 S
8. Weeds in

Lowland Prairie 2 1 2 S 8
9. Pioneer Crops

Area 2 1 2 5 7
10. Woodland

Area 2 1 1 4 14
11. Woodland North

of Highway 2 1 2 5 13
12. Freeman School .

Prairie Remnant 3 2 3 8 1
13. Shrub

Edge 2 2 2 6 6

14. Shrub Intrusion
into Prairie 37 " 2 2 7 4
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Explanation of column headings in Table 12 on page

.. . .
Speed or severity of resource degradation:

1 = slow or stable
2 = moderate
3 = severe

Feasibility of restoration:

expensive and time consuming
moderate
relatively inexpensive and rapid

1
2
3

Existing aesthetic impact:

unseen or not visually intrusive
apparent

1
2
3 = highly intrusive

85:
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INTENSIVE PRATRIE RESTORATION
Iowland Prairie

Subsections of the lowland can be delineated by the contour
intervals: 1) below 1260 (wet lowland), 2) between 1260 and 1265
(mesic lowland), and 3) between 1265 anfi 1270 (dry lowland). These
areas and their configurations should be obtained by a topogrééhic
survey to the 0.5 foot contour interval for quadrfat 4, quadrat 1 (south
of Highway 4), and quadrat 3 _(east of the woodland). These areas can

then be phased for long-term restoration. Targeted species composition

‘for each of the three areas should be as follows in Tables 13, 14, and

15- v 1

Table 13 . Target species composition (%) for restoration of
the wet lowland prairie, below contour 1260. Seeds from
species marked with * were collected in 1984 by Kathy

Patrick.
Species Target Species Camposition
____._%—...—

Major grasses and sedges:
Prairie cordgrass*

Spartina pectinata 76
Canada wildrye*

Elymis canadensis 2
Switchgrass* .

Panicum virgatum, 5
Sedges*

Carex spp. 4
Reed canarygrass ) i

Phalaris arundinacea - 8




American sloughgrass
v .~ Beckmannia syzigachne - 1

Forbs, reeds, and minor grasses (total to 4%):

Catchweed bedstraw (Galium apartine)

Sawtooth sunflower (Helianthus grosseserratus)
Wild strawberry (Fragaria virginiana)

Canada goldenrod (Solidago canadensis)

Canada anemone (Anemone canadensis)

Field horsetail (Equisetum laevigatum)
Fringed lcosestrife (Lysimachia ciliata)

Swamp milkweed (Asclepias incarnata)
Swamp smartweed (Polygonum coccineum)
Canada onion (Allium canadense) *

- Palespiked lobelia (Lobelia spicata)*

. : Indiangrass (Sorghastrum nutans)*

Shaoo- Big bluestem (Andropogon gerardii)*

S Purple meadowrue (Thalictrum dasycarpum)
Marsh vetch (Lathyrus palustris)

Virginia wildrye (Elymus virginicus)

Table 14. Target species composition '(%) for restoration of
the mesic lowland prairie, between contours 1260 and 1265.
Seeds from species marked with * were collected in 1984 by
Kathy Patrick.

Species . Target Species Composition

———f————

Major grasses and sedges:

Prairie cordgrass¥*

Spartina pectinata ' 36
Switchgrass*
Panicum virgatum 42

Canada wildrye*
Elymus canadensis ; 1

Reed canarygrass
Phalaris arundinacea 1

Big bluestem*
Andropogon gerardii ) 13
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Indiangrass* ]
Sorghastrum nutans 1
Sedges*
Carex spp. 2

Forbs and minor grasses (total to 4%):

Catchweed bedstraw (Galium apartine)
Campassplant (Silphium lactiniatum)*

Wild strawberry (Fragaria virginiana)
Canada goldenrod (Solidago canadensis)
Prairie phlox (Phlox pilosa)

Prairie dogbane (Apocynum sibiricum)
Mountain-mints (Pycnanthemum spp. )
Black-eyedsusan (Rudbeckia hirta)*
Sneezeweed (Helenium autumnale)

Violet woodsorrel (Qxalis violaceae)
Illinois tickclover (Desmodium illinoense)*
Willow aster (Aster praealtus)

American germander (Teucrium canadense)*
Hypoxis (Bypoxis hirsuta)

Cup rosinweed (Silphium perfoliatum)*
Virginia wildrye (Elymus virginicus)*
Eastern gamagrass (Tripsacum dactyloidés)*

Table 15. Target species composition (%) for restoration of
the dry lowland prairie, between contours 1265 and 1270.
Seeds form species marked with * were collected in 1984 by
Kathy Patrick.

Species o Target Species Composition

__....._%_._.__.
Major grasses:

Big bluestem*

Andropogon gerardii 76.0
Indiangrass*

Sorghastrum nutans : 8.5
Switchgrass

Panicum virgatum 8.0
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Canada wildrye*
¢+ . Elymus canadensis 0.5

Prairie cordgrass*

Spartina pectinata 3.0

Forbs and minor grasses {(total to 4%):

Catchweed bedstraw (Galium apartine)

Wild strawberry (Fragaria virginiana)
Canada goldenrod {5olidago canadensis)

Campassplant (Silphium laciniatum)*
Wholeleaf rosinweed (silphium integrifolium)
Golden alexanders (Zizia aurea)

Prairie dogbane (Apocynum sibiricum)

Meadow violet (Viola pratincola)

American licorice (Glycyrrhiza lepidota)*
Smooth milkweed (Asclepias sullivantii)
Purple loosestrife (Lythrum salicaria)
Fleabane (Erigeron philadelphicus)

Grayhead prairieconeflower (Ratibida plnnata)*
Cup rosinweed (Silphium perfoliatum)*
Illinois tickclover (Desmodium illinoense)*
Cudweed sagewort (Artemisia ludoviciana')
Violet woodsorrel {Oxalis violaceae) :
Little bluestem (Schizachyrium scoparium)*
Panic grasses (Dichanthelium spp.)

Prairie dropseed (Sporobolus heterolepis)*

These represent a gradation from moisture-loving plants to those
requiring less moisture with percentage compositions changing in
response. The 96% grass cover and 4% forb and minor grass cover
approximates the cover pattern dete.rmiped by Weaver (1954) (Table 1).
However to increase visual continuity, catchweed bedstraw, wild
strawberry, and Canada goldenrod are found in each of the three
subsections. With grass composition, prairie cordgrass gives way to
big bluestem as one moves from wetter ‘to drier habitats. Switchgrass
should not be sown at the rates indicated by the target percentage,
because it will produce seed and rapidly increase. It 1is recommended

that the seeding rate be only 1 ox 2% of ‘the total. By selecting
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roughly 0.5 to 1.0 acre restoration sites within one of the three
subsections, a mosaic of plants can result.

Transplants should be grown from the forb and minor grass list the
January prior to their planting. It should be noted that Kathy Patrick
has collected seeds from species marked in the tables Iwith ", The

area selected for planting should be outlined to keep away from

rectilinear forms. It could be sterilized with methyl bromide or clean
cultivated for one year prior to planting the mixture of grass seeds.
Note: If the area floods, it must be clean cultivated for an
additional year. The grass seeding should be sown in late spring
(May), mulched, irrigated, and weeded for one year. Transplants can be
placed into the grass matrix, .one year following grass seeding, at
random to account for approximately 's to 8% of the initialcover.

Aﬁ alternative to the transplant met_‘:ﬁod would be to use lowland
sod strips. It may be difficult, however, to locate strips that would
contain a species composition similar to the target composition.

The area should be burned in March three years following

tran’_—s_p}a_r}_t_m_g_ If the area floods one to three years after planting,
the stand must be sampled and evaluated to determine if it should be
abandoned and replanted because of a weed influx.

A completely different approach for the lowland in Quadrant 1
would be to convert it to a flood plain forest type of woodland. The
biggest disadvantage would be to increase the distance a visitor must

walk to reach the prairie area.
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Upland Prairie
..
'~ Generally, the upland prairie above contour 1270 is sound.

- Restoration of the upland prairie remnant at the Freeman School,

however, is discussed below. Upland species collected by Kathy Patrick
can be grown and simply transplanted into the upland to 'increase
species diversity.

The technique to use here is the same as for transplanting of
lowland forbs. It is covered under the section on forb introduction.
Quadrats 14,.15, and 16 above contour 1280 are reasonably diverse.
Therefore, forb enrichment should be concentrated in Quadrat‘s 12, 13,
and 5-and in the lower portions of 14, 15, and 16. The areas are
large, and the needs are not critical. So, a long-term transplanting
program which concentrates on one or twb species at a t:'uﬁe would be
most successful. It should also be understood that greater survival of
transplants may require irrigation, weeding, and mulching. As well,
the germination and transplant growth requirements are unknown for many

of the forbs.

Restoration of the prairie remnant at the Freeman School is
critical because it is being threatened by the invasion of the
pernicious, exotic smooth bromegréss.‘ The smooth bromegrass threat
must be eliminated and the matrix of warm season grasses increased in
density, diversity, and vigor before forb enrichment is initiated.
Smooth bromegrass may be reduced in seyexal ways. l.‘ Repeated early
spring burning will weaken the cool season grass before the warm season
grasses break dormancy. 2. Certain herbicides can also be effective
if applied at the proper rate and time. Atrazine can be applied in

late fall or in early spring. It effects cool season grasses, like
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smooth bromegrass, and has little effect on most warm season prairie
grasses. It may reduce forb populations, but few forbs are growing the
the areas of high densities of smooth bromegrass. Glyphosate is an
alternative herbicide. It is a systemic herbicide that must be
absorbed by green tissue. Therefore, it could be appliéd earlyv in the

spring immediately after smooth bromegrass starts growth and before the

prairie species initiate growth. A period of at least two weeks and
possibly as long as four weeks each spring would be proper for this
herbicide a;;plication. All regulations and ‘instructions on the
herbicide label should be followed. Herbicide applicatipns may need to
be repeated in subsequent years. Restoration shouid not proceed until
the smooth bromegrass is contrbl_led. The native warm season grasses
should naturally increase in the treated areas. Forbs will need to be
transplanted into the area.

The disturbed areas surrounding the Freeman School will need more
intensive restoration. A cover crop of annual ryegrasé or sorghum
could be used to prevent erosion. Techniques similar to those
recommended for the lowland prairie can be used. A potential list of

species may be found in Table 1.
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PLANT OOLLECTION

An herbarium collection consisting of two sets of plants was

assembled for HNMA during 1983 and 1984. The collections were deposited

in the herbarium cabinets at HNMA. List of species collected is

presented in Table 16.
Plant Collection

--Representatives of each species found at HNMA were collected,
pressed, and dried using standard procedures. Collector, collection
number, Quadrat, date of collection, and any additional information

were recorded in a field notebook at the time of collection.
Identification

Each specimen was identified through the use of one or more
dichotomous keys. Sources used for identification purposes are listed

in the Bibliography.
Mounting

The specimens were mounted with a plastic medium on the highest
quality, standard size (11.5 by 16.5 inches), pH neutral, 100% rag’
herbarium paper. Narrow strips of gummed white cloth tape were used to

secure large specimens.
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Labeling

Special herbarium labels were printed on 100% rag paper for this
collection. Herbarium labels were attached with plastic medium to the
lower right corner of the herbarium paper. The following information
is found on each label: family, tribe, genus, specific epithet,
authority, Quadrat in which fhe specimen was collected, date of
collection, name of the collector, and the collector’s speci;nen

identification number.
Berbarium Inventory Number

An inventory number (stai:th\g with 001) was stamped near the upper

right corner of each herbarium sheet. A book with all of these entries
. l ]

accompanies the collection and should be stored with the collection so

that future additions may be entered into the book.
Herbarium Arrangement

Individual genus covers are labeled in the lower right with the

genus name. These covers should be arranged and filed in the herbarium

alphabetically by genus.
Laminated Specimens

A second set of specimens was heat laminated in plastic film after
being mounted and labeled. These specimens will withstand much heavier
use than will the standard specimens, although the plastic film will
limit their use for future taxonomic work. It is envisioned that these

mounts could be taken to the field for identification comparisons.



Care and Handling of Specimens

A properly cared for specimen should last indefinitely, but
carelessness or abuse can quickly ruin a collection. Plants filed in a
cabinet with a tight fitting door are protected from moisture, dirt,

and insects. Insects are a common cause of damage, and x;\oth balls
(paradichlorobenzene) placed in the herbarium cabinet with the
collection should pfevent damage. The cabinet door should be kept
tightly closed when spécimens are not in use.

Care and judgement should be exercised in the ‘examination and
bandling of specimens. They should not be bent, turned over like pages
in a book, or subjected to abrasion or pressure. Leaves and other

plant parts are easily broken when specimens are slid across each

' other. When examining specimens, they should be picked up individually

and stacked carefuily. '
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Table 16. Species collected at Homestead National Monument of America.
The symbol * indicates an introduced or exotic species.

Scientific Name

Common Name

Grasses:

Agrostis hyemalis (Walt.) BSP
Andropogon gerardii Vitman

Bouteloua curtipendula (Michx.) Torr.
Bromus commutatus Schrad.

Bromus inermis Leyss.
Bromus japonicus Thunb. :
Buchloe dactyloides (Nutt.) Engelm.

Cenchrus longispinus (Hack.) Fern.

Dichanthelium oligosanthes var.
scribnerianum (Nash) Gould

Dichanthelium oligosanthes var.
wilcoxianum (Vasey) Gould & Clark

Digitaria sanguinalis (L.) Scop.
Echinochloa crusgali (L.) Beauv.

Elymus canadensis L.

Elymus virginicus L.

Eragrostis cilianensis (All.) E. Mosher
Eragrostis pilosa (I.) Beauv.

Eragrostis spectabilis (Pursh) Steud.
Festuca obtusa Biehler

Hordeum pusillum Nutt.

Koeleria pyramidata (Lam.) Beauv.

Muhlenbergia frondosa (Poir.) Fern.
Panicum capillare L.

Panicum dichotomiflorum Michx.
Panicum virgatum L.

Phalaris arundinacea L.
Poa pratensis L.
Schizachyrium socoparium (Michx.) Nash

Setaria glauca (L.) Beauv.

Sorghastrum nutans (L.) Nash

Spartina pectinata Link

Sporobolus heterolepis (Gray) Gray

Stipa spartea Trin.

'r.

winter bentgrass
big bluestem

" sideocats grama

hairy chess *

smooth bromegrass *

. -Japanese brome *

buffalograss

" field sandbur

Scribner dichanthelium .

Wilcox dichanthelium
hairy crabgrass *

-“ common - barnyardgrass

Canada wildrye
Virginia wildrye
stinkgrass *
India lovegrass *

sand lovegrass
nodding fescue

little barley
prairie junegrass

wirestem muhly
common witchgrass
fall panicum

. switchgrass

reed canarygrass
Kentucky bluegrass *
little bluestem
yellow bristlegrass *

indiangrass
prairie cordgrass
prairie dropseed

" porcupinegrass
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(- Tridens flavus (L.) Hitchc.

‘Tripsacum dactyloides L.

Other Monocots:

Carex spp. L. 7

Sisyrinchium anqustifolium Miller
Tradescantia bracheata Small

Lequmes (including woody species):

Amorpha canescens Pursh
Astragalus canadensis L.
Baptisia leucophaea Nutt.
Cassia fasciculata Michx.

Desmodium illinoense Gray
Glycyrrhiza lepidota Pursh
Lespedeza capitata Michx.

Melilotus albus Desr. '

Melilotus officinalis (L.) Lam.:

Petalostemon candidum. (Willd.) Michx.
Petalostemon purpureum (Vent.) Rydb.

Psoralea tenuiflora Pursh

Trifolium repens L.
Vicia americana Muhl.

Composites (including woody species):

Achillea millefolium L.
Ambrosia artemisiifolia L.
Ambrosia psilostachya DC.
Ambrosia trifida L.

Antennaria neglecta Greene
Artemisia ludoviciana Nutt.
Aster ericoides L.

Aster simplex Willd.

Carduus nutans L.

Cirsium altissimum (L.) Spreng.
Cirsium undulatum (Nutt.) Spreng.
Conyza canadensis (L.) Crong.

Echinacea angustifolia DC.
Erigeron strigosus Muhl.
Eupatorium rugosum Houtt.

Grindelia squarrosa (Pursh) Dunal -

v/—\

purpletop
eastern gamagrass

sedges
common blue-eyedgrass
bracted spiderwort

leadplant

Canada milkvetch
plains wildindigo
showy partridgepea
Illinois tickclover
American liocorice
roundhead lespedeza
white sweetclover

yellow sweetclover

 white prairieclover

purple prairieclover
slimflower scurfpea

white clover
American vetch

western yarrow
common ragweed
western ragweed
giant ragweed

field pussytoes
cudweed sagewort
heath aster

panicle aster

musk thistle *
tall thistle
wavyleaf thistle
horseweed

.. blacksamson echinacea

daisy fleabane
white snakeroot
curlycup gumweed



Helianthus annuus L.

Helianthus rigidus (Cass.) Desf.
Hieracium longipilum Torr.
Kuhnia eupatoriodes L.

Latuca oblongifolia Nutt.
Latuca serriola L.

Liatris punctata Hook. v
Ratibida pinnata (Vent.) Barmh.

Rudbeckia hirta L.

Senecio plattensis Nutt.
Silphium integrifolium Michx.
Solidago gigantea Ait.-

Solidago missouriensis Nutt.
Solidago rigida L.
Taraxacum officinale Weber
Tragopogon dubius Scop.

Verbesina alternifolia. (L.) Britt.
Vernonia fasciculata Michx.

Paans
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common sunflower
stiff sunflower
longbeard hawkweed
false boneset

blue lettuce
prickly lettuce *
dotted gayfeather
grayhead prairie-
coneflower
black-eyedsusan
prairie groundsel
wholeleaf rosinweed
giant goldenrod

Missouri goldenrod
stiff goldenrod

common dandelion *
western salsifly *

wingstem
western ironweed

Other Dicot Forbs (except légumes and composites):

Agalinis tenuifolia (Vahl.) Raf.
Amaranthus hybridus L.
Amaranthus retroflexus L.
Androsace occidentalis Pursh

Apocynum cannabinum L.

Asclepias syriaca L.

Asclepias tuberosa L.
epias verticillata L.

Callirhoe alcaeoides (Michx.) Gray
Campanula americana L.

Capsella bursa-pastoris (L.) Mediec.

Chenopodium album L.

Convolvulus arvensis L.
Corydalis crystallina Engelm.
Draba reptans (Lam.) Fern.
Ellisia nyctelea L.

Euphorbia dentata Michx.
Euphorbia marginata Pursh
Buphorbia nutans Lag.
Fagopyrium esculentum Moench

Fragaria virginiana Duchn.
Galium aparine L.

slender agalinis
slender pigweed *
rough pigweed *
western rockjasmine

hemp dogbane
common milkweed

butterfly milkweed
whorled milkweed

pink poppymallow
tall bellflower
shepherdspurse
lambsquarters *

field bindweed *
mealy corydalis
white whitlow-wort
waterpod :

toothed spurge

snow-on-the-mountain
nodding spurge
buckwheat

wild strawberry
catchweed bedstraw



. Gentiana pubrelenta Pringle
:Geum canadense Jacd. .

Hibiscus trionum L.

Lamium amplexicaule L.

Lepidium densiflorum Schrader

Lithospermum incisum Lehm.
Lomatium foeniculaceum Nutt. Coult. & Rose
Mirabilis nyctaginea (Michx.) MacM.

Monarda fistulosa L.
Orobanche fasciculata Nutt.
Oxalis stricta L.

Oxalis violacea L.

Physalis virginiana Mill.
Phytolacca americana L.
Plantago rhodosperma Dcne
Plantago rugelii Decne.

Polygonum arenastrum Jord. ex Bor.
Polygonum pensylvanicum L.

Potentilla arguta Pursh d !
Ranunculus abortivus L. '

Rumex altissimus Wood
Salvia pitcheri Torr.
Saponaria officinalis L.
Sicyos angulatus L.

Teucrium canadense L.
Thlaspi arvense L.
Triodanis leptocarpa (Nutt.) Nieuw.

Triodanis perfoliata (L.) Nieuw.

Urtica dioica L.

Verbascum thapsus L.

Verbena bracteata Lag. & Rodr.
Verbena hastata L.

Verbena stricta Vent.
Veronica arvensis L.

Viola missouriensis Greene
Viola pedatifida G. Don

Viola rafinesquili Greene
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downy gentian (
white avens

flower-of-an-hour *

henbit *

densely-flowered

cleft gromwel 1
carrotleaf lomatium
prairie four-o’clock

wild bergamont

bunched hroomrape
common yellow woodsorrel
violet woodsorrel

lanceleaf groundcherry

pokeberry. -
redseed plantain
blackseed plantain

common knotweed *
Pennsylvania-smartweed
tall cinquefoil

: eal_rly wood buttercup (

pale dock : ;
Pitchers sage ‘

] co M l t v* e .-
burcucumber

hairy germander

field pennycress *

slenderfruit
Venus-lookingglass

clasping
Venus-lookingglass

stinging-nettle
common mullein *
bracted verbena
blue verbena

woolly verbena
ocorn speedwell *
Missouri violet
prairie violet

johnny-jump—up



Woody Plants:

Acer nequndo L.
Acer saccharinum L.

Celtis occidentalis L.
Cornus racemosa Lam.

Fraxinus pennsylvanica Marsh

Gleditsia triacanthos L.
Juglans nigra L.
Juniperus virginiana L.

Maclura pomifera Schneid.
Morus alba L.

Parthenocissus quinquefolia L.

Parthenocissus tricuspidata Planch.

Populus deltoides Bartr.
Prunus americana Marsh.
Prunus virginiana L.
Quercus macrocarpa Michx.

Rhus glabra L.

Rhus trilobata Nutt.
Ribes missouriense Nutt.
Rosa arkansana Porter

Sambucus canadensis L.
Smilax hispida Muhl.
Spiraea arguta Zab.
Ulmus americana L.

Ulmus pumila L.
Ulmus rubra Muhl.
Viburnum dentatum L.
Vitis sp. L.
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boxelder
silver maple
hackberry
gray dogwood

green ash .
honeylocust
black walnut
eastern redcedar

osage-orange
white mulberry *
Virginia creeper
Boston ivy *

. eastern cottonwood

American plum
common chokecherry
bur cak '

smooth sumac
skunkbush

Missouri gooseberry
Arkansas rose

American elderberry
bristly greenbriar
garland spirea *
American elm

Siberian elm

slippery elm
arrowwood viburnum *

grape
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HEestoratlon of Hativa Crasxsland at “onegtond Yotioual iijonument
By

T11314fe Technician Adalnk Kurle

“re lonestead datisnal ‘emurans, which connistg of the firat
huseatesd £11ed, llas abont § =iize froa 2eatrice, Yebrmsxa. It nize
viiich {r tnat of ihe umal homeatsed in thias area, iz 160 scres. 4
~nall craek bordered By troea fNows thmuth the nrea 2nd a hizheny cats
r&Ty8ss 2 portion of it. “hors 1s undout:tedly more wvoods nresent now
t2an orizinally, duws zither to slantiig or naturai snregd mada Ppos3idbls
5y the cawzatlon o pratrie firms. The flelds hnve be~n wadar cultivotion
nntil recanily. .

“e d.duzeel, Zegional Tistoriam is mcking Dlans to restore the
conditions on the homestead sg thsy ware wnen the honestacder, -r, Freezan,
firat gettled on it. a0nZ other thinzg, “armel wishes to restore the
Dative vegetation so far as thet 18 vocsible, eni we nave diecussed this
nhage of the picture a nuader of times, aad on february 2 discussed 1%
»ith Dr, Teaver of the Ualvereity of liedragka. rom trs wildlife gtand-
>0int, the reztoratian of the vTairie in the aren 22 an atd to sgtatlien-
iag the early historicel nicture se~ns very much orthrhile. Ia cacryvirg
out this propocai no doudt much could be learned about the prairie hehita®.
Any {afor=ation concerzine prairie restoratisn is of special importsnce
today because of ths larze amount of #rassland under agricalture whicnh
sticuld never nave been plowed, and yhich w11l avTentually pmdably be
restored to grags.

The homestead 1ies in the tall grassland rezicn which iacludes the
eastsra ono-tnird of Yedraska and coatinues cast—rad o7sr Iowa 2ad into
[11i201s. 7hen the homestenders first csze tnto the country the grassas
vere g0 tall in plsces that they hid the slock, ~aking it sometimes
¢1fficult to find the cows and horses. . 30ms of the Ins ey grew to pa
helzhg of ten feet.

Taacriation of Drairie\Habitet-

I3 the area whera the homestesd lies there I8 saversl grumg srecies
~:.ich were sssorted snd grouped in a more or lesn énfinite npanner, "
devending upsn the aslove of the hill, €xposare, 0il moiature, seration
of goil, and othar factors, '

Uix Inporiant Prairie Hetltats:

in woving froz tne ==t %o the dr+ natifats in tne nreirie L. @
followlay plant tyres occurred: .

*
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Yery wot habitatsz contained the sadges: Zar x walpinoiiaa,
Carsx hystricina), and the ruskea, one o whica wasz eirus
xtrovirens.

Tet, poorly sernted haditats frequently azturated: loagh
grangs (Spartina michieuxianajwag trhe Jominmnt graxs.
Interirediste lomiand habitas, wlightly leas nDoist than the
orovious haditak. ' It occora on moils whera conditinne ar-=«
intarmediate Detwren those occunind by alough srass and big
blun sten. 72X the loud slopet pradually this Helt e
onretizes troadi dutl whure the ilore 1s more pbrunt ther= i3
suly a narrow delt of this tyre, The nriacipel grnsses are
tall Panlo grass {Penicim 7irmtun), and nodding 7ild Nye

(Zz=ua canpdensia). The herbs 1n thics heditat are sinilor

to tooze found with Snarsina.

Yell aerzted lowland tyre 2f habitnt. This habitat wge
dominated by the Big Hluestem (Andromnzon farcatuaj and wes
o014 of the two moast immo:tant tycen on the orairie. It
occuplied the droad lovlaead wvallisys of the larger strocws in |
the true prairie amssciation, " it is “est develored on lowaer
mmiet slopes and well aerated ic~londs snd was in prectically
cammiets pogkension of taen.

TUelend type of khabitat, This helitat occurs on lands salightly
driar then that occupied by Pix luesten. The dominont zress
in this nabitat in Littls Blnastem (indrososon scovarias). '
In the prairie region this mpecies dominstes an avea very mazh
sreaer than tixat occuuvied by Hig Plussten. It ordinsrily Joira2
an interrupted 20d, tha mets or tufis being mo dange that fow
other Jpaclies can invade~, Acromenyinz species grow between
the mats., Qn drier steep alones there i3 e tendeacy or this
crasg o Zow in huaches. Its se~dliags are vigorous and
tiller Yoth early snd sluandanily. Flower stalke are croducad
in abunénace only in ret remrra dor in more favorable aituntlinse,

nmy watlond tyoe. On the Arieor srens such as hilitons =22d in
scady tain solle Tecdle araz: (_tipa tsrrtea; iae the ciief
Ioninant., Tha chicf aesocirtes rro dluestens 2nd Juae zrass
(tnalaria cristate).

Orairisa Ipdbitets o the Hazeefad Jonument

1 racall tho “omestesd avea, I ~ould jJuidrw that there wers

s>rincipally tvo hn™Mists nresent, Tha well zeTztad lowlspnd tyve occarial
by Sig Flueetem (ind-sporon farcat=ma) rad »nat 1 o-ve called tha anland

*
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typs acowpled by Littls Dlucastem (Andropogzon scaperiusi. The forzer on
the lavwer ground, the latter on the %igher part of the Joxestead. It
ia possidle that ths entire area vas occuvied By ons or the ether of
thene tynse, end after & close omlnation it may Be found that o
1i%%1e of the wet habitat occunied by Slough grase is present: The wet
habitet will prodably if 1t is present be occunied by vegetation now
snd will protably not ds renresc ated 1n aay of the open ﬂnlda w‘tich
have been cultivamised.

I belleve ws rcn g0 on the zssumpti.a that the higher portinas
of the homestead were occupied by Litile Pluestem and the lower porticra
ty Big Bluosten. If plantings are made on this tasis we will give both
‘ypes an opportunity to become estadlished. If the whole srea is :
. -adeptud %o ene ar the other of thoze {ypes u natursl adjustment will
o . probadly be malds aver & period of years. Alsa if both tymes delong
. - < on the arsa the exteaf of the e¢ren eech tyve shonld occupy should decoe
autosatically adjusted im time. I7 future study shows that Needls' grass
or any ether type ias a noml tyoe far the area 1t can later be- rntoro,.

Begides ths grasses in the pruirh thers? were many herdy- upocics-c
pregsnt. Soms of these herds hlooned in the spring and others bloomed
through the summer znd in the fall. Tha herds of early snring were small,
completing their dlooming befors nvershadowed by the grassee. The flowers
that bdloomod in the fall were tall, a=s %zll as the grasses or taller.
in restoring the prairie grasalands the nltimats aim ie to aporuach ns

et near the arizinal as Dossidble.  Hoy nsar the original we can come is no'
known, DBat it would seem desirable to make an -effort sarly in.the nrogren
to reatore soze of the more proainent sprizg,sucaer and fell flowers to
sbow a part of Nature which uo. doubt gnvc e cheer to the 'irst getilare.

Sxsmples of soring and early sunmer flowers are:: Ansonnaria mm—!t—ig,
Srigeron ramosus, Zsoralea arronhyvlls, Krogaria virginiamua,:3entisin
leucophaes, Schimscea pallida, Sleyrivchiis ansustifoliun, (Galium. tinctorium,

ixamples of latsr summer and fall flowers: Hellisnthus rigidus, Aster
saltifloms, Asclepias tuberosm, Liatris punctate, and Liatris searioia.

raut o ¢ » of Prairis Rastoration

To restore ths prdirie two methods cen de used gud pe~haps both ghould
te Sried. The bdost method 1s to securv the prairis sod from doored
prairie sreas and trzusplant them on the area. Iir. Tesver tnought that
origzinal prairis eod could te purchased in the vicinity of the Homestead
22d was in favor of using thie —cthod of rewetoration. Since sowe of
thase relict areas are rather certain to bs destroyed 4t ig felt that
we would be Justified in using part of ore for our purpose. In grafting
the prairie sod there {s a special advantage in that not only i3 prairie
zass brought into the srea tmt aleo n:tive species of prairie herbda.

The eod should prodadly be rostored iy sawveral ratches gcattered over the
ares, mot all in one place. This would perzit a core rapid epreed of the




prairie svecles over ths area. I em not sure huv lerseamch sod patch
should dbe bdat poseidly 15 or 20 yemr's or a 1little sore, 4n dinmeter
shoald de the minixwm., Care should b tekezx %o hrve a sufficlent
nuclens in eaah patch so tha. a bealthy grovih would de masxarad. “he
204 should be placed at varicus clavsiionas, the Little Siuaeatom nod
on higher ground, end Big Klueeten sod on the lower ground. South
exposures 4ry out Xastser than other exposureas so that it zay be =sll
to avold plecing the sod oa south axpvosures if othera are available
snd the sapply of s0d i3 limited. 3efore briongizr in the sod tne
fiolds probably should be nlowed and harro-ed.

3ince it ¢ likely thers will not bde gufficient 204 availadle %o
coTer tha area, parts not covered bty sod could bte sown with granses,
24p Bluegten grass on the lower ground, Litile Bluesctan ca the hisher
ground. Ysrious preirie herds can be planted with tne zraas, or later
de drought into the srea. Canution should de used, ho~ever, in planting
herbe for certeia speciee are ogoreszive and =ay texd to competa ton
atrongly with the grasses before tha latter bacome eatadlisned.

Some ahrude such as Amorohae Sgrescens, foss prkansgas, Cennothns |
pubesgseng, Szlix humilig and Xhusy rydbergii were pert of the prairie
end ehonld slso be restored in their prcysr haditat. The snrmbs oouid
be brought in aftar the grass i= osta“lishel.

Coogeration xiih University of Yadrasvz

Dr. J. E. "Yeaver of the Universiiy of Nebrasks hns decn carrylag
on =2tuldies of the prairie for over twenty yesrs. He L3 the outatanuing
sathority in this field. In sur effarts to restore the nrairie at
domoetead his advice srould be cdtaincd whienever vossiula. Then we
discuseed ths project with him he wug very enthasiastic and %zoaght that
1 was very worthwnile. Althousn it would da QAifficalt, ewsecially by
neene of sveding, to reswtore the originel orairie Geczuse of the
intricate balance of plant grouns within tae prairie, Ir. %saver felt
that a fairly good job of restoration could be made even by tim soeding
sethod, erd that as tice went on adjustniente would occur smong the plsantg
which would bric: the graes cozmnity nearsr gad nearer to tha origicel
prairie. He mggested that sod be bmught i{n and as above statad knew
where snd could protadbly be odisined. Ir. Teaver felt idal tke nrojrct
containod the possidilities of an excellant exnaricent and sxureseed an
fnterest in deing rather alosely aszoclated with the nroject. It mould
be dssiradle to ==ke 1t possidble for nix to asziim a zrsdnate stuizant
to cprefully supervigs the reet retion. Such an arrangewsnt wouild give
the bdesd assurance to the success of the undeartaking for Jr. Teprer':z
savervision would be the very beet auyviore nvalloble. As a slde in
the work %he best oudllicatlion 1y "Tna Prairie,* by J. =, “eaver and

. J. Pitapatrick.
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Recommnndationst -

1.

2.

3.

That o fense be ¥*ullt asround the area to preveat tho
Sresnass of hogw and other livegctock. v

Thrt the fields de plaved and made ready for soeds.ng and
sodding.

Tast original prairie sod de purciseed and transported to
the hopestead. '

)

Thnt the part of the area not sodded de seeded to 3ig
Blusstea on the lowar ground, Little Bluestem on the hiner
ground.

That come attempt de made to get Tr. J, . "?ééﬁir's"'c]:'o'sc
cnoperation and sunarvision of the work.



HOMESTZAxL BATIOWAL HOMU'RVNT
BSATRICK, NZBRAYKA

March <0, 1947.

Unless othor native gruss secd ii available in the Jcahs Earket
it 1s euggeited Saat 200 pounds of blue stem seed be procured froa
the Peppard Serd Co., Kansas City, Miswouri. It may be recalled that
the Peppard Co. wasthe vendor of tae secd sowvn as a pars of the 1940~
1941 ERA project.

A requisition covering the purchase is attached.

Clarence H. Scimlts,
Custodian.

Znciosure. o )
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| O]ﬁce Memorandumns - UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT

TO : C. H. Schultz, Superintendent, Haticnal HomesteadATE: July 20, 1951
Yonument, Nation Park Service, Peairice, Nebraska
(FROM : Z, J, Dyksternuis, Regional Range Conservationist, -
e SGS, Lincoln 1, Nebraska
SUBJECT: Cooncration National Park Service - SCS

You asked if I would write down the recommendations we discussed on our July 6
field trip over the monument. I now have an oprortunity and my notes on the visit
follow:’

General Recommendations

1.) That no grazing by domestic livestock be permitted. This because it will
delay or prevent restoration of True Prairie vegetation which is the climax,
or original, or indigenous or virgin type of vegetation for the area.

2,) That any mowing, done around margins and-along travel-ways for hay, be
done btefore July 15. :

3.) That any clipping of weedy areas, done to hasten establishment and full
occupancy bty climax species, be done when the first heads of the annual
brome grasses are being exserted from their sheaths..

Lh.) That Kentucky bluegrass be encouraged in picnic and similar areas where the
native mid and tall grasses of the True Prairie would be inappropriate.
This can be done by frequent mowing., Also, in such areas the chemical
herbicides such as 2-L-D are appropriate. Fertilization may eventually be
necessary for maintenance of gocd bluegrass turfs where foot traffic is
heavy,

Z.) That chemical herbicides nct be used in prairie arcas because tney kill
many svecies of native forbs which add much color and interest to the
climax prairies as well as addéing nitrogen tc the s6il in the case of the
lesumes.

6.) That native nrairie Forbs be enceuraged, narticularl:- thosc native lecimes
: =L iy » -
that already 2y be observed spreadins from isolated porent :lants ncv in
N L
the area., . rong these are:

the scurfpeas (Genus scralea)
the %ickclovers (Genus Desmodium)
the prairieclovers (Genus Petalostemon)
the wildindigos (Genus’ Baptisia)
the native lespedezas (Genuc Lespedeza)
the milkvetches . (Genus Astragalus)
& the amorpnas, particularly leadplant (Genus Amorpha)
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The foregoins legumes are all perennials, natives, and sonehow acain present
locaily; cven though the area ras once cultivated. They may be -aided in (
reassumins; their natural role in mﬂS kind of vegetation by transpianting ‘
specimens into.the larger areas of resecded bluestem grasses where they are not -
inow present,

7.) That lowland stands of native little bluestem, big bluestem, switcngrass, and
Indiangrass be supplemented with other native species which are characteristic
of lowland prairie but vhich were not present in the seed mixture used to
restore prairie on these lowlands. . In very weedy. lowlands with poor perennial
srass cover this may be accomplished by introduction of seed-hay from comparable
lovlands with climax veretation. In the wettest lowlands wuith moderately good
stands of the native species mentioned, we recomrended introduction of sod-chwnks
or rhizomes of such native tall ;rowing species as:
Prairie cordgrass (Spartina pectinata)
' Gamegrass (Tripsacum dactyloides) - .
- Maximilian sunflower (Helianthus- ma:mhana)
& .species of .th,u.um

*8,) True Prairie md fire hazard go tozether. There can de no: fruc vrairie without
) 2 fire hazard, hovever, true prairie evolved witk occasional lires’so an occasional
accidental fire now tends to simulate normal. conditions. - ST
> . e, ) . ‘ A
S. i, Bottom .rea

o ' .

ais area uhere 2 seeding of switchgrass failed.and mary weedy nerernicls have (
vclunteered, should e clean-tilled and seeded . -some. domesticated crap winich will
leave a rood stubble or mulch into whiich a lowland native mixture can be introducea.
Zither the seed-hay rmethed or drilling nay be used. - Seed-nay {rom-2a conparable

e, © 1lacal area ¢© climax or necr cl Jr.ax J.O".Li.n(i veretation. wonld -insure a2 Tood dxture
ae well &g theroush adnpictien of 21l shecles 0 our ..i‘r- AT A £

Tagt WO T roded lllside

Three nescildlitices for orweverent apnenr Doozilles

Y - - e - S R A e o~ St LI B I T T-Japto, R PN
le, anpiicidicn v ezl strint of fosverie Corll_iner, weciving vaw-lctlarly
“Tevt 80 e, o:.“ nitrorcn rCr acre. )
Ze) e ne Lore ornded sTols Cooeoni-ly Nolo
Jet o LIlrTn o ones Ly The Jiree JCSH LN oGS L UL LCHLIE-ILr el Loeler
t e} L b PR TN R A reely St 2y~ 2ot . — ° D L IR
aiche Tais riih the tpournt nnt v wioido-tar Lt osane uwleh

+ .
ver ture spots and would also cneowrage - herel srread in Jhe weczent

Denositicn of s5ily I3 him cu tside . 1:1d on louth

Pamaat S

The area of deposition will alwrays ceontain armuad and cther eeds. .ei:in: this urea
ey decrease thie heignt of thie weeds tui '.‘oulc. not dcerease the perincter.of the .

edy area, ¢ recorrend no mechanical troats ent and instead debendin - upon natural
wompetition frem uniclicted sueroundine native veretation to limit the weedy area t

the smallest nossible perimeters
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'3-C. H.  Schultz--July 20, 1951

{ . f

'( I enjoyed very much going over the monument with you and Messrs. Smedley and Clymer.
T wish to thank you again, I'm glad the three of you have long worked together on
thils_. If questions arise in connection with this memo, do not hesitate to call .
on them.
‘ cc: Lee E, Smedley, D. C,
Pawnee City, Nebr.

Je. A. Clymer, WUC
j Beatrice, Nebr,
( Nebraska State Office
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To : J. Dexter Haws, “ork Unit Consurvationist, . DOATE: .September 6, 195- (:
Beatrice, Kcbraska. ’ '
FROM - 1, G. violfe, Agronomist,

. Lincoln, Mebraska,
SUBJECT: Homestead lational Monument

Part of the morning of September 6 was spent with Harold Gilman and
Mr. Blake at the Homestead Mational Monument. Mr. Blake asked us
certain Questions concerning weed control and re-seeding on the
tionument grounds. The following are ny °uggestions in answer to
his questions:

1. Sweet Clover is scattered through the native grass area.
This could develop into one of the more serious weeds and it
was suggested that it be sprayed witn 2LD each year in lMay
or carly June until control is effected. The sweet clover
should be sprayed in patches only in order to save as many of
tne native legumes as possible.

o 2. Smooth Brome Grass is prevalent in one field occuring witn
- the desired tall native grasses. It was subpe<ted tie broine
' could best be controlled by mowing the latter part of May and
the hay permitted to remain on the ground to provide a. mulch

. so tnat natlvo grasses would be encouraged.
3. Sparse patches of tan weed and annuals were not thoucght to
be serious.. It is believed that where the native grass is not (
~nowed or grazed these weeds will eventually disappear. ’
A L. There are only a few native legumes row presant. It was
zugsgested that o weed control be us.:d tnat woull ¢lisinate
o native lecumes in Lho buli of the area.

-

5o There are a few lov areas wnere water stands, At ;resent
LicZi are ostly in tan weed and wsntue«y biuc Jrass. It wa
surrested thal next scringe sawe ssot ~odding be done uith o iriv

cord grass.  Sincc tnesz sites arc aore nearly sultcs T cora
Jrass ratasr tnan Llus stenas.

~

Z. L r.n® ulde Ll CPoed AV ero T OFY fros zdiacent croo-

PR : ] inr o3 grableme L wan sested

R in ., 2ord  rare uulle Dee Tao oL netive

¢ & 2P witastaiirng cililis Lo a1eo gcrnbtlonus whni

0. O tnwse arzas ueht Lo icecutions lor suwac, wile
strubs.

wlu1, caoxe cherry and otuer rative

7. Dor thac st fart seceded ar-ac contaln gool compstition

ol ~iimax species. Futurc socadre s snowdd not contairn swoed
of v ffalo grars 1.or niwe Irana. e I

F. .. Sayl.er -
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Eemorandum
Tot Superintendent, Homestead Hational Honumenmt
Froa: Acting Regional Chief of Operaticns

Subject: SLNC = Agroncmist Wolfe's report

rcpcrtudobylmmnhtl..ﬂ.wmootthowc@n-
servation Service to the Work Unit Congervationist of Gsge Comty,
Febraskn, as transaitted with your memorandum ef September 14, has been
Tecelved,

¥r. Dickisen has reviewed ir, Wolfe's interesting report and
drmmrmmmuwmmu-ormw,mcn
mb;sdmmmmummumlnmmdw
Wolfe's remarks:

l. S\-ctclwu-hahg\uo Adthough not native to the

clover snd asoertain if it is dominent in any site. Should it appear to
and sing desired grasses, it shonld be eradicated

SuppTes
prooptly along the lines nggutod by Mr., Welfe.
prevalent

2. The smooth brome grass menticned by Mr. Wolfe as being
in 211 field areas is believed to be gradually going out as
it has been crowded by Little Blue Stem throughout the perimeter of the

brome grass, we belisve the only stand of any extent is directly east
of Cad Creek in the Nerth ®40" of the mocument area. Showld it be de-
siradle to hasten the ecelogical process whereby the smeoth brome is
being replaced by the Littls Blue Stem, the mowing during the middle of
May or early May may prove a little more effective than the latter part



of May a5 suggested by the Agronomist. This, of course, should be gov-
orned by the seed head development and number of florets or individual
seeds by stalk,

3. The tanweed and anmual weeds mentioned in the report are
indigenous to the area and should not present a problcm now or in the
immediate future. . :

L. Uhile there are only a few native legumes proscnt it
has bLeen less than five years since there were no native legumes dis-
carnible in the field areas. It is encouraging to note the nmumber now
present and it is Lelieved with continued protection that they will in-
crease in numters and prove a valuable component of the grass stand.

We have always cautioned ggeinst the indiscriminate use of
chemicals in weed control and where such weeds as bindweed, horse nettle,
and others, require chemicals as the only feasible and economica‘l. method
of control, some native legunes are lost. However, the benefits of such
control frr outweigh the loss. in this respect.

5.  The suggestion concerninp prairie card. .grass (Spartins
pectinate) is well taken. Should it be possible to Jocate a stand of
cord grass in the vicinity éf the monum-nt it would prove most bene-
ficinl te secure : numher of clurmps and spof sod the low water collecting
arsas.

Se e vwater wa*-' draining .‘dj‘ cent. crop land, . p=.rticul arly
tc the south of the monumert., were all gullies and ucta.vely eroding
dirin; tFe "mirly stires of conument developrent. e agree with #r. ‘olie
Ah~t Yere azain proirie cord grass offers the best soiution. “e (o not,

sowever, fee] that sumac and wild plum can ever successfully be rain-
tained m tlLese sit~s unless the zgricultural practices carried out on
ihe ndj:cent fields are of the hirhest iype 'nd s consicer-sle :mount -,
\».-t.er retartion is made in tl.ese : reas.

e e apree with Kr._.olfe that ypood competiiion =xists ::
L. wrnsery rpecies, o veliecve, hLowever, that. the zres originslly
Jcsiessed ¢ representative stanc of mid grass or tell grass species,
heve nevar -ovocrted tie use of u'fslo or *lue sram: -r-ss in suct
Lypes. '

48 the gracs lends rooch a climex it will bLe interesuin: to
note the fuccession thot will take nlsce. In 5l1 probability, the steznd
will be relastively stable unlass utilization or nhuse of some sort in-
fluences the stand, :



e d

I~

N

tr. Wolfe's repert is very comprehensive and quite analytical,
especislly considering the short period of his visit. we found it most
interesting and we are sure it will prove of value in your.grass managing
problem. We appreciste the interast cxpressed by these technicians in
our future program of heving the ares entirely restored to native grasses.

(Sgd) William E. Robertson

William ©. Hobertson
Acting xerional Conief ol Uperatlons

#In duplicate
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‘duly 26, 1956
Memcrantm
To: Aating Reglonal Chief of Operstions
Frox:  Reglonal Boil Conservaticaist
Subjects Field Trip Meport, Homestesd Maticial Mymment
e o
a4 Molsture Ooneervatien problems and weed coatrol noeds.

The trip vas ands in ecwpeny With Assistant Pegional

Rirector Meldowsne Be Herway. Mr. Barvey reviewed the gunersl
operetions of the Momumend. '

Cash
crops, or rotailom eropping systems thet include produotion of emsil
grains, cereal erops, er davelomment of pasture vith srasses of exotic
or sdventitions species.

Areas

The initial 80il snd Modisture Conservation Mastsr Plsn
cousentrated principally en gully erosicn comtral, lard conversioa,
and atresnt bank stabilizatiom activities. It appesrs of the three
activities, the land coaversion work, with fev exoeptions, wvas the

F



!
t

most successful. The few excepsions to coaplete land conversion
include the existence of two stmll sites infested st tixze
vith Bindweed (Convolwvulus arvensis). This weed has clas
£ied as Nobruska's most noxious weed and, in view of agriculsural
activitiss adjacent to the Momment, it should be completely
fram tha Jomment srea. mmmxmmunmm
elixinste this Bindweed, however, two to three sprayings per seasocn

vill De necsssary for ssveral years in the infested sites. Othar

m,mum,'u,wuwmmm Ladsgurters.{Chano-

fE

ol~

%e

lanceolatom), Canada Thistle (Cirstim arvense),” Knotuoed {Poly-
§oum reogissingn), aod Gignt Bapmed (Aabrosis trifids) heve a
scattersd distribution in the area. Moet of these weeds, with the
exesption of two or three, will give vay in time to the native gnsses
and legumes. However, there still remsins the need to eradieste,
becmise of their exitremely ncudous eharester, the following: Thigtle,

conoerns ziore complete strems Lénk stabilisstion along the eourse of
Cub Crsex in the Jomment. Initially, some seven sites were planted
with Willov euttings as a benk stadilization measure. Moss of these
plantings survived and ere &aing sn effective Job of stahilising the
strem’s canse &t the pleting sites. Some minor beaver damegs has
been inflicted ou several established Willow sites, however, this
sppears to be of 11ttle concern to the ultimate dank stadilisation as
it 1s anticipated that sdditional sprouting wvill occur almost as fast
as Gemage is inflicted at these sites. In several inssances, the
original plantings should be extended or enlarged to further stabdilirze
the stiemm’s course. Using the original Willow plantings &s a source
of aupply, cuttings for additional plantirgs would Jgreatly benefit the
entire stream course.

The Momwment earea originally supportad a fine stand of
Little Eluestem (Andropogon scoparius) snd other species typical of
the tall gress prairie. This species, with the exneption of about
3-% acres, ocauples the entire grass lsnd aresa es the &ominant
species. The 3-4 acres are ocdupied currently by &mooth Brome Em
inaruis), a desirable grass although of exotic origin. - It is believeq,
vith the practice of onc mowing of the 3~4 acres during late Mry or
early Juns, as the seed starts to mature, this Sacoth Brome grass wvill
alve wvay rapidly to the varm season grasses such as Little Bluesten,
Switch Grass, and other native speciss that are nov considered sub-
civax from an ecological standpoint in this site.

2



~ (Sgd) Fred F. Dickison

Pred 7. Diokisen
Megioual 804l Conservationist

, Vh o S6d) L. R. Brown e, JUL 271956
Congurred ToiTng Feglonal UilsZ o Grorations

Approved for muéﬁgdg Chester C.E::wn msesJUL 271956
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Homestead National Momument
Beatrice, Nebrasia

October 28, 1957

Mr. Calvin McMillan
University of Nebrasika
Lincoln, Netrasla

Dear Mr. McMillans

Shortly after you laft the area, we checked the old
Job S8heets of the E.R.A., numbered frox 1 through 22, which was
the original S8oil Conservation work. These projects vary from
signs and markers to landscaping, undifferentiated. There was
some question as to the source of seed used in the reseeding
projects at Homestesad. We find that considerable sodding was
dons and that the reseeding listed under Job No, L. consisted
of planting native seed harvested locally. We quote in detail
the information copied from the Job Application record on Form
715, Job No. L, Master Plan 2501 under the date of May 2, 19393

Justification

"This job provides for the seeding with native grasses
that portion of the Homestsad National Momment which previously
was under cultivation. The $270.00 requested for material covers
the cost of native grass seed, The aped that will be used was
harvested in the vicinity of Gage County, Nebrasim. It is plammed
to use from 1S to 20 lbs. per acre. All seeding will be done by
hand labor,

Native grass seeds .are not separated into speciesa., The
ture which wdll be used for this area will contain about 45%
Big Bluestem ( Andropogon furcatus), about S0% 1ittle Bluestem
(Andropogon scoparius), about 1% needle grass (Stipa spartea),
1% bluegrass (Poa pratensis), 1% prairie dropseed (Sporobalus
heterolopsia), 1£ Indian Grass (Sorghastrum nutens), and 1f side
oats grama (Bouteloua curtipendula).

The local Soil Conservation camp is sujjervising the
planting of this seed., They plan to follow the recormendations
outlined in a bulletin recently published by the Soil Conservation
Service, entitled "Native and Adapted Grasses for consexrwation



of 801l and moisture in the Great Plains and Western States",
Department of Agriculture Farmers, Bulletin 12,

We find no reference to early records of seed being
purchased, other than local.

Jours very truly
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Volune ITI, Sectica K
Vegetative Management Plan

Page 2
mnimvuxm AND MARAGEMENT (F VEGETATTION
I. Ohjectives

The cbjective vill be to manage end preserve the vegetation so as

: to recreate and maintain as far as possible conditioms which evailed
- ¢quring the period wvhen Daniel Freeman first hcmesteaded this area. The

vegetative cover on south three farties vill be muintained in a natural

- state to approximate the year 1863, wvhen Daniel Freeman actually began

his homestead activities.

. II. Vegetative Types and Conditions

1. %1 Two broad vegetative types occupy the aree--Grassland and
types are in a thrifygecmdition and are adaptable to sixple

nsnagenment practices.
A. GCrasslands.

Tall-grass prairie is the major vegetative type of'the
Monument area. This type ocgupdes 62% or 100 acres of the land area of

- the Mcnument.

Dominant species of grass are: ‘-

(o) Big Bluesten (Andropogon gerardi), Svitchgrass (Panieum
virgatum), Indian grass (Scrghastrum nutans), and to & lesser extent scme

I3¥tTe Bluesten (Andropogonm scopaxrius), along vith a minor patch of Smooth

brooe (Bramis inermis ).

(b) Flovering plants include Ashy sunflower (Beliesthus mallis)

and Balf Scrub Sundrop (Osncthera serrulata). The acre prominent forbs
include Coll gayfesther (Liatris scariocss) and Yucca leaf Yarrow (Eri
ifalium). Desireble legumes include Round hend Lespedeza (h.ﬁﬁ;‘:—mg

s Slender Lespedeza (Lespedeza vir ea) and others of occasicoal
occurrence which include Heath Aster (Aster coides) alang vith a few
stalks of vild alfalfa (Psaralea tenuificra). The fcrbs and legumes
Play @ minor role in the gresslands. Although they are not prominemt,
they do indicate & well-stocked grassland. When in flowver they add &
Pleasant appearance to secticas of the grass stand at various times
throughoaut the growing seasam.

B. Woodland.

The woodland eres is composed almost entirely of hardwoods.
This stand occupies some 389 or 60 acres of the total aree and 1is
rrincipally distributed along the beanks of Cub Creek. This wooded gtream

course peanders for spproximately 14 miles through the Momument.

June 1960.
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*  Volume ITY, Section K
Vegetative Management Plan

( Mge 3
'} - An occasiooal Eastern Juniper (Juniperous virginica) occurs
- v in the hardvood stend. Juniper seedlings cont -ttempt to invade

the grasslaend ares fron these few speclmezu of J\miptr:.

( Frincipal cpccic. of the wooded gection are (hkn, predcmtnauly
red Q.wrcusmbc)vithmwhite( alba) and Bur Oak (Q. mecrocarpa);
‘ Silver FMaple (Acer saccharinum); Amug'!_'m;n (Rlms anericenus);

(Celtis occidentalis]; and some large individual opecims of brosdleaf
eottanvood ([Populus sargentii).

—

! The wooded area contains a fev small seedling end sapling
size black valnuts (Juglans nigra). :

; An Osege hedge grows along the south boundary of the south
and east forty. This Osage crange vas planted «fter the secticn ves
. gettled eccntim ‘during the 1880'..

S“ttnd.s of willows grow in;nedinu]q adjacent to the strean
propar. They were planted to atabilize the cutting snd crumbling strean
tank and have thrived at a number of sites despite the .ctivity of beaver.

2. Conditicn

A. Gra.:sla.nds

( ) Priar to the area being established as a Honu.mnt culy @ sparce
o X stand of native gresses existed. Since protection has been affarded, there
o has been a notable increase in the stand, both as to speciea and vigor.
¢ greass stand now approximates that which vas present during the pericd
-1 19€3 when Daniel Frecman first homesteaded the area.

3. Woodland.

\ The trees in the wooded section are of uneven age and mixed
fwecles. The forest {8 considered to have appraximately the same campositiam
Ci existed at the time of settlenent by Daniel Freaman. lately, however,
= few specimen seedlings of Black Walnut are gradumlly being reestabliahed

i the wooded secticn; priar tc establishpent of the Momuwent all walnut

~i:e8 of nizh coazwercial valns were cut.

~ e

f' IIT. “mpagenent Practicos -

‘mnagenent practices should focus towerd maintaining the thrifty

I condition of the vegotaticn vhile at the same tine depicting the scene as
g tlosely as possible to that which prevailed during the settlement era.
‘Rintenance of the thrifty candition requires protaectian from fire, no
' ' grazing, and treatment against {nsect attacks and dicesse. KExotic specics
chould be excluded and mractices should be avoided which would tend to
) ke the general appesrance of ths vegetation unnstural or influenced by

June 1960
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o l Grtuhnd

Tbe mlsln.nd at this time approximates that wvhich existed at
¢ the time Freeman first homesteaded the four quarters of. land,. vith the
. exccption of a fev epecies vhich are being crcd:lcnted... One of these
species is Smooth brome (Bromus inermis). Smooth brome occupies a small
sactim in the north farty in the northeast corner. It was established

Just prior to acquisition of the area for Momument purposes and has
ouccoumlly campeted with the native grasses for some: twnty yea.ra.

h-udicttlm of Smooth brcxne involves mving dur:lng the. early
-pting seascn to prevent reseeding. This clipping tends to decrease
its ability to vithstand competion from the native grasacs end in
tice will be replaced by indigencus species.

Eradication of exotic weeds {s a continuing managepent need.
Exctics nov being ersdicated include Bindweed (Convolvulus arvensis)
vhich has spreed.from neighboaring ‘field areas. Canadian thistle .
= (Cirsiun arvense) control should continue in the south and scuthvest
forties until eradicated. Other weeds requiring a continuing eradication
effart include -nnu.nl sunflowver (Hclianth\u ennus ). and thistles (Cirsium
Lanceolatunm) . . .

hY 2. Woodland

Management practices for the woodland cousist of protecticm.
Fire, insects, and tree diseeses are the principal threats.

__ Prominent weeds in the wooded area, by order of distributia:
Sk cr occumnce, are Giant Ragveed (Ambrosia trifida); Foxtail grass
{Setaria viridis); and Horse Yettle (Solarum carolinense). All are
zcntrollable by herbicides. Contrcl must be continued indefinitely
u¢cause flooding along Cud Creek continually deposits nev seeds fra-
e upstrean watershed.

T/, Mpligtenance Reguiremants

1 Gressland;

mintenance ¢f the (ressland and retaining the aspect wiilch
crevailed during the ‘iawetead era requires pariodic renovval of excess
.rags. [t should be nowed evary third to fourth yesr, depending on
“olsture and growing ccnditions. Removal of the excess grass wvill
csncourage the stand to mmintain @ condition vhich coincides wvith the
Jcomestead era vhen the gresses vere periodically reduced by buffalo,
nd the infrequent sweep of prairie fires. Mowing should be confined to
the secticns vhere the solle are deep, avoiding the gentle slopes and
droinagevays vhich wers once sericusly’ eroded dbut nov are stabilized by

Pelrm and., nlv Aane mttino dwrine anv onme orarrine aoasom ahonld he made.

June 1960
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The period for cutting, depending ocn stage of maturity of grass, fire
danger, prevailing weather, and other factors, will usually fall between
July 20 end August 20. In occasicnal years, vhen the gress iz not to be
moved cthervise, it may De possible to barvest the seed heads of the

Big Blue Stem gress.

2. Woodland

Protection alcne, without the need for refcrestation, should
suffice to permit the wooded area to continue to thrive. There has deen
sone damage by beaver to villow stands almg the course of Cub Creek.
It may occasicnally be necessary to supplement remmining stands of
wvillows by planting cuttings from the stands of existing villows.

The Monument {s located in a section of Nebraska that is
rrimarily egricultural eand close cooperation mist be meintained with
adjoining land opsratars and mumercus conservation groups, all having
interest in the area‘’s land and its related resources.
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Homeatead National lionuncnt
~ Beatrice, Nebrasia

N3R35 April 2, 1963
N ST

ATRMAIL

Memorandum

To: Director

From: Superintendent, Homestead

- Subject: Toxic Chemicals

The following infarmation is subaitted for Homestead Natiocnal
¥Yonument in accordance with Mr, Price's memorandum of Karch 7.

During the past several years in both the Soil and Hoisture and
Forest Pest Coatrol programs at Homestead, we use chemical ‘spray
to combat noxious weeds and plants. Thia type of control hus
proved very effective in both the' prairie grassed area of. the
Honument and in the timbered area along Cub Creck. This spraring
is usually done “ ‘once a year in the earh 'Spring in the arvas

mentioned

The chemical used is 2-4-D-5, No. & (Ister) - L# of 2-L-D p.r
4llon for fast weed flling wction. This chemical is mixed

with water in ¢ 90 gallon drus and applied with ¢ tractor operuted
mist sproy attachment in the prairie jrass arews, and with ¢ hand
sprayer in the timbered area of the Monument along the banks of
Cub Creeii. Durin: 1962 twelve allons of the above chemical was
csod ot Homestood, '

o side cffects navi buen observed on cithor fish or wildlife =t
Homestouud, and no pergonuyl injuris huve resulted during zppiicztion
of the chemiczl.

weue control ic o continuin: project ot loucsteus, end it i:
waticipated that chemicel sprayin: each year in the early Sprin
5 one of the methods of combat. will be necessery in the ycars
to come, :

Warren D. Hotchi.iss
Superintendent

In duplicuate

Copy to: Reglonal Director, Midwest Reglon
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Memorandum
To: Superintendent, Homestead
From: Forester

Subject: ﬂoving the prairie, Homestead

Your memorandum of January 15 advises of your plans to have the entire
prairie mowed in June of this year and have the hay produced removed
accordingly. . While this. ptopoul is in line with the Vegetative
Mansgement section of the Master Plan for Homestead, it should also be
noted such plan indicated no mowing would be’ accompliihed in the
stabilized erosion areas. These areas are outlined with the designation
S.E.A. on page 6 of the Master ‘Plan, ‘approved July 18, 1962, and these
sites had received special attention to- ‘Tegain soil stcbility. We are
aware of the excellent progress which has been made in re-establishing
native grasses in the aresa. We assume ;out reference to sod-bound and
loss of vigor of the grau stand applies principally to the dominant
species of big bluestem. This condition developed under total protection
and no utilization of this grass. While this condition probably represents
climax or sub-climax of the grass type, the type is so limited and
surrounded as the Monument is by land -ubjoct to intense agricultural
practices, there will always be a source of infeotntion for undesirable
vegetation into the stand.

We note you suggest having the entire prairie mowed in June and the
cuttings removed completely. While this would be more desirable as
regards condition of the bay thus obtained, it would appear preferable
to accomplish a somewhat later mowing, possibly during late July or
early August after the grass stand is cured and thus obtain more
effective fire hazard reduction which could be effective into the
critical fall season. This is indicated as a maximum of £lash fuels
would be removed and the grass stand could increase in vigor accordingly.
Sbould you feel it necessary to mow the stabilized eroded areas as
outlined én page 6 of the Master Plan due to the invasion of weeds or
other noxious vegetation, we believe a mowing operation in these sites
which results i{in chopping or fine shredding the grass clippings would
be desirable. Such a mowing operation could be accomplished using a
"brush-hog" mower which is similar to the large circular blade mower

——



used for lawns and formal areas. Brush-hogs are capable of clipping
weeds, brush, grass, seedling trees, and even saplings up to two and
three inches in diameter, depending on the species, while at the same
time more or less pulverizing the material cut. The present Monument
equipment on hand could probably operate a brush-hog. Undoubtedly
one or two brush-hogs are available locally. The level portions of
the grass stands outside of the stabilized eroded areas which would
be brush-hogged could be harvested for hay and should produce some
very desirable native hay.

Regarding your request for suggestions as to disposal of the hay, at
this time it appears practical to contract for cutting and removal of
the hay outside of the stabilized eroded areas through the issuance of
a special use permit such as was used during 1955 when Mr. W. F. Thimm
carried out such an operation. The mowing of the stabilized eroded
areas would in all probability have to be accomplished as a part of
maintenance activities or normal operation. An operation similar to
that accomplished last summer when a small section was mowed to control
spread of weeds is indicated. '

Incidentally, the brush-hogging of the small area of smooth brome grass,
rather than wowing, this spring season may prove more effective in
converting this site entirely to native species.

Should you have any questions regarding the disposal procedure or the
suggested methods of weed control and hazard reduction in the grass
stand, please advise.

- '-’) H T o
Fred F. Dickison
Forester
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DSk . (i
TO : The Files DATE: September 28, 1 ™
Y1 FrROM : Historian
SUBJECT: Restoration of Native Prairie

A visitor talked to Seasonal Ranger Don Schnier yesterday ‘about the weed
problem we are having. Since the visitor, Lyle Stock of Murdock, Nebraska,
grows native grasses commercially, we felt his comments worthwhile.

In discussing the 8 acres east of the bridgé,'Mr. Stock recommended the
fqllowing procedure:

1. In the spring, burn the whole 8 acres. Do not

- /d—-_ _ _ vplOW. o lW‘CJ'X

2. Disk and harrow several tlmes until the soil is
mellow. ~ )
Y . 3. Seed the area - é.little hea%ier‘than ﬁe ha#e.

L. Shred the ueeds’éeveral‘times.

5. Spray.in mid or late summer, after all grass . : /
seeds have germlnated He recommends a chemical
i called Accrazene or Attrazine. This chemical will
kill weeds, even blue grass and foxtails, but will
only stunt the growth of native grasses,

6. For more advice or the purchase of native grass
seed, contact Mr. Hummel of Fairbury.

-4224é, WALk
Fahy C. Whitaker




() 0 Honestead National Monument
‘l ’ : " Beatrice, Nebraska 68310

2 D54 June 4, 1975

g! © Dr. Roger Landers
| Dept. Botany & Plant P.
: Iowa State University
Ames, Iowa 50010

. Dear Roger:

i | e .

We appreciate your interest and concern about our

I
. r"'f prairie and are confident that your research project
N 1; o will result in an excellent management tool for our
-~ continuing prairie management efforts. - QQCA‘J'
l.~ We are happy to forward a copy of the June 4, 1970, e
LN D54 memorandum, as requested., Our Maintenanceman,

Gene Norman, who did, the actual seeding, recalls ‘¢,L1(
) , that the time of year was £all (Labor Day) for the (“J

grass seeding. However, he states that a tall type Af")
C ) of cane grass (probably Sudan) was planted in the ,

spring of 1969 and after the growing season was

mulched and tilled under prior to the fall seeding

of prairie grasses.

We enjoyed your visit and guided tour through the
prairie immensely. It was a learning experience as
well as a pleasure. We look forward to your future
visit during the growing season this year. ’

_ Sincerely yours,

‘ vincent J. Halvorson
4 Superintendent

(’5 Enc.
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SUBJECT: 1983 Prairie Burn: Post-burn Evaluation

Since the last complete prescribed prairie fire in 1970, some negative
changes occurred on the area. Numerous woody thickets encroached, espec-
ially on the lowland to the south. Litter build-up suppressed growth of
the native grasses and forbs. Some areas also showed encroachment of

broadleaf and grassy non-native plant species.

The main objective of the prescribed fire was to provide better growing
conditions for the pralrle s native vegetation. - Between- April 20 to 26,

1983, all prairie areas of the Monument (including the Freeman:School prairie).
were burned. Particular areas of interest regarding-the results of the burn

were addressed.  The results of these ‘actions follow:

Fuel loading

. L

The thatch or litter build-up on "the upland and lowland "Was determ1ned by
using a one yard square quadraht and sampling the total. vegetation present
within the square. The samples were dryed at_ 110°F.: for..at least 48 hours
and their biomass determ;ned This was converted to.-tons per acre as a

usable measurement. The results follow:

Upland - 1120 g./yd.2

11,954.8 1bs./ac£;*-,s.be'tans/acre

Iowland - 1220 g./yd. 3 13,019.6 lbs./acre = 6.51 tons/acre
School Prairie-1060 g./yd.” = 11,277.2 lbs./acre = 5.64 tons/acre

These figures show a considerable amount of litter present, well above
average grassland fuel loads of 2-3 tons/acre, and undoubtedly caused
poor production of prairie plants. After burning, most areas showed a
quite complete burn of the thatch, except for the weedy invaded area in

the north 40 acre tract of the Monument.

New or Accelerator Species

Re